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Providence City Newsletter
Upcoming Events
City Council
2nd & 4th Tuesdays except July,
November and December
Tuesday, December 11 @ 6:00PM

Planning Commission
2nd & 4th Wednesdays except July,
November and December
Wednesday, December 12 @ 6:00PM

The Mayor’s Memo

allow comment on agenda items at all. Our planning
commission does the same.

As I write this memo, we are experiencing the first
snow of the season. Many drivers forget that streets
are slippery and driving is much more challenging.

We invite citizens to stop by the city office to ask
questions, to visit, bring a group of neighbors. We
respond within a day or two to most emails from
residents.

On that note, you should read the article on Pg 3 as
we on the city staff are concerned that serious
automobile accidents could happen and want to get
our message out to all residents. With winter
weather, our message is that much more critical.
Communicating with our residents

We are also back to hosting
1 s t S a t u r d ay t o w n h a l l
meetings depending on the
level of interest. See the
article below.

You should know that we do more to connect to
our residents than any other Cache Valley city.
Some cities do not allow public comment at
council meetings at all. Others allow comment only
during the public comment portion. No other city
has a town hall meeting.

The result has been more
citizen involvement, more
engagement, better
attendance at council and
planning meetings, and overall
more interest in City activities. That was my intent
when taking on the mayor’s job.

During our council meetings we invite comment on
agenda items; most cities strictly limit or do not

—John Drew, Providence City Mayor

Justice Court
From 4:00PM - 6:00PM
Every Monday, except holidays
Mayor’s Town Hall,
Held the first Saturday of the
month depending on issue and
level of citizen interest

Contact
Information

December Mayor’s Town Hall
Zoning, Land Use and Development Discussion on Saturday, December 8
On Saturday, December 8 at 8:00AM we will be hosting a town hall meeting to discuss zoning and land use
issues, as well as anticipated development in Providence. All residents are welcome to come and ask questions
and provide their input. As customary, we will have snacks and will have space to drop off the kids that will
be supervised by one of our city staff. You should plan to attend.

Town Halls are intended to inform and educate. Previous Town Hall meetings have covered streets, water
issues, design standards for multi-family housing, Life Cycle Zone, and fire and emergency services.

Providence City Offices
164 North Gateway Drive
(435) 752-9441
** After-Hours Emergencies * *
Fire or police emergencies - 911
Animal control 435-753-7555
City related issues 752-9441; after
hours message will have an on-call
number to call a city employee who
will respond.

Direct line to the Mayor
(435) 760-8989 cell
johnd@providence.utah.gov

You may know that Utah is the fastest growing state in the country, has the highest birthrate, has the youngest
average age (just under 30) and has had the 3rd greatest increase in housing prices after Montana and Idaho
over the past 5 years. You’ve probably heard that the population in Cache Valley is expected to double by
2040 or 2050 depending on which source you read. That is an additional 120,000 people over the next 20 or
30 years. Over the next 10 years, that translates to apps 10,000 or more families in the market for homes.
Where will all of this new development go?
The Envision Cache Valley report from about 8 years ago had a slogan, “Keep the City the City and the
Country the Country.” So the question is, how is that accomplished while absorbing all of this anticipated
growth? How does this impact Providence? Can’t those people move to Logan? I don’t want to see Providence
change!
What is an affordable home these days? What is today’s “starter” home? What about all the green space we
have in the valley, and in Providence? How does growth impact infrastructure; water, sewer, stormwater, and
streets as well as police, fire and EMS services? Can’t we keep multi-family development out of the city, or at
least only allow it over by the highway? The state legislature can’t tell us what to do, can they?
You should know that just during 2018, there have been 96 news stories on the housing shortage and
affordability situation here in Utah. I have the list with the title of each article, the news source, and a link to
the story. If you’d like a copy of this list, drop me an email.

John Drew, Providence City Mayor
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Public Works Department
The Public Works Department would like to wish you all a safe and enjoyable holiday season. With winter and
colder temperatures approaching we also have a few reminders for you.
• Please drive with caution when in the vicinity of a snowplow and remain at least 150 feet behind them.
After your garbage and recycling cans have been emptied, please remove them as soon as possible to limit
possible obstructions for the plows.
• In an effort to keep our streets as safe as possible during the winter months, please remember that it is a
violation of City ordinances to remove snow from your private property and place it in the street. This
can create a hazard for you as citizens and for City employees as they are working in the plows to keep the
streets clear of snow.
Rob Stapley
Public Works Director

• To prevent outside taps from freezing, you may need to leave a small amount of water running. We would
also recommend that you locate your water meter and make sure that the lid is tightly secured. This will
help reduce the likelihood of freezing pipes.
• Winter parking hours are in effect that prohibit street parking from 12:00PM midnight to 6:00AM for snow
removal. You can be cited for failure to remove your vehicle from the street (Title 6, Chapter 2, Section
8A).
• We have finished our leaf bag pickup for the year.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Public Works Office at 753-0313.

City Oﬃce Administration
Business License Renewal
2019 business license renewals are due January 1. Renew by December 31 and receive a 10% discount.
Dog License Renewal
All dog licenses in Providence City expire on December 31. Renewal opens December 1. Along with your
renewal, please provide a proof of rabies vaccination.
Winter Parking Hours
Vehicles or equipment cannot be parked in the City right-of-way from 12:00 AM (midnight) to 6:00 AM. If
there is no curb, vehicles or equipment must be a minimum of eight-feet (8') from the asphalt.
Santa Claus is Coming to Town
Skarlet Bankhead
Administrative Services Director

Santa will be at the Providence City Office Saturday, December 8, from 10 am – 11:30 a.m. We encourage
visitors to bring a donation of a non-perishable food item for the Cache Community Food Pantry. Thanks to
our Youth Council and Miss Providence Royalty for sponsoring this activity.
Holiday Lighting Contest
If you would like your residence considered for the Holiday Lighting Contest, please visit
www.providencecity.com, print and complete the entry form and return it to the City. Judging will take place
December 10 – 14. Thank you to our sponsors: America First Credit Union, Members First Credit Union, and
USU Credit Union.
Storm Water Information
Did you know . . .
It’s time to get ready for winter!
Please help us with the following:
• Clean all leaves, trash, and debris from waterways adjacent to your property.
• Make sure storm grates are clean and free from debris.
• Check the culvert under your driveway to make sure water can run freely.
Thank you for taking the time to help keep our city a great place to live!
To report an illicit discharge into the system call the City Offices, 435-752-9441 or 435-753-0313.
— Skarlet Bankhead, Oﬃce Services Administrator
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We’re Alarmed, and You Should Be Too
I’m stepping outside of subjects I expected I would be writing about for
the newsletter. As the number one job of city government is public
safety, I think this message is important.

Frankly, I am alarmed. There are too many recent incidents that
raise my concern.
A few weeks ago I attended a meeting with two other mayors and the
Logan police chief. Near the municipal boundaries of our three cities,
there was an accident in which someone was killed. The discussion was
about whether there were any changes that could be made at that
intersection that would prevent further accidents.

What Can We Do at School Crossings?
We’ve sat down with the sheriff ’s deputies, with school staff and PTA.
The sheriff ’s resources are limited. And,
when a deputy pulls someone over, they
are likely 2 blocks away. Leaving the
intersection means the deterrent now
goes away. We are asking for ideas and
suggestions.

We looked at traffic data on volume, speed, and activity by time of day
and day of the week. We looked at the possibility that something may
have obscured the intersection. The city engineer consulted with the
local Federal DOT for insights.

“Everybody speeds”

- Gary Jensen, Logan City
Police Chief

The data clearly showed that speed on
that street was an issue. The police chief
commented, “Everybody speeds.”
However, there was clear evidence that
the vehicle that was hit was not
speeding.

There were indications however that the
driver that caused the accident was
distracted. One of our city employees came upon the scene immediately
as it happened. He stopped to assist and spoke to the driver that caused
the accident. Based on the driver’s comments to him, it was clear there
was something else going on. We concluded it was “distracted driving.”
Too close to home.

Crossing Guards express their concern
We had a meeting a couple weeks ago with our school crossing guards.
We have 10 on our staff that cover 7 crossings and 3 schools. Nearly all
expressed concern for their personal safety (see Kirk Allen’s article on
page 4). Unanimously they said that they felt it was more dangerous
and there were more incidents of concern this year than last year. Here
are some of their comments:
• “Safety of your children is our #1 priority. We are not responsible for
getting drivers to their next rendezvous. Please leave earlier if you
have other errands.”
• “Please, Please remember even though your child has been dropped
off safely, others are attempting to do the same. Be aware of other
people's children.”
• “I was at my crossing corner when I heard the sound of sirens. As the
sound got closer I realized they would be going through the school
zone and my cross walk. To my amazement every emergency vehicle
(there were 3), slowed down to 20mph and turned off their sirens as
they drove through the school zone. To say the least I was floored!
These vehicles have the right to break speed laws as they are rushing
to an emergency, however they found the 15-20 seconds to slow down
and obey the school zone law.”
• “People are driving with their windows still fogged up, or with ice on
the windshield obscuring vision.”
• “It is not if, but when someone gets struck by a car.”
I wish more people would understand that it does not take much to slow
down and drive cautiously through any school zone.

Our Crossing Guard Crew

schools and crossings.

One of our council members has
volunteered to be on site to understand
the seriousness of the problem. See
Page 4 for Kirk Allen’s article, “My
Experience on the Front Lines.” Kirk
has volunteered to look in to forming a
“Watchdog” program with dads and
grandads volunteering to be assigned to

We currently have a couple of grandads who indicated they would be
willing to help. We also will sit down with our city attorney, sheriff, and
school administration to consider employing volunteer watchdog dads.

Distracted Driving
The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA)
describes distracted driving as any activity that diverts attention from
driving, including talking or texting on your phone, eating and

drinking, talking to people in your vehicle, fiddling with the stereo,
entertainment or navigation system—anything that takes your attention
away from the task of safe driving.

I’m convinced that much of the problems we experience and accidents
in general are due to distracted driving. Every Monday morning I
review all of the citation activity for the past week. I’m interested in
where the incident occurred and the nature of the violation.

Do drivers speed through your neighborhood?
I hear from residents who express their concern about speeding vehicles,
and drivers blowing through stop signs. We pass the information on to
the Star Deputy assigned to Providence. We also put up our laser signs
to track vehicle volume and speed by day and hour (the signs are out of
service in the winter). We print out reports that summarize the
information. From this we can pinpoint problems or follow up on areas
where there is past evidence of excess speed.
Please let me know if you think speed is a problem in your
neighborhood.
If we could all give this some thought every time we get in to our car:
•

Driving is not a right, it is a privilege

•

Safe driving requires focus, awareness, attentiveness

•

Weather changes complicate driving

•

The condition of the vehicle is the responsibility of the driver

•

Obey the speed limits

•

Buckle up!

Stay safe.

—John Drew, Mayor
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Update on Fire and Emergency Services
Contract with Logan City
If you are a regular reader of this newsletter, you’ve probably followed
the stories in past newsletters about discussions with Logan City
regarding fire and emergency services to replace the existing 1993
contract.
Besides the newsletter articles, we held a Town Hall on August 4th and
had a chance to hear from fire chiefs Brad Hannig (Logan), Rod
Hammer (Cache County), and Jay Downs (Smithfield). We also had
former Logan City Fire Chief Mark Meaker (now fire chief in North
Bend, OR) speak at the August 28 council meeting on establishing a
fire department and the challenges facing emergency services
operations.
We’ve had discussions with Hyrum and Cache County about
providing fire services for Providence. Cache County does not operate
fire departments, but contracts with other agencies for coverage.
We’ve had long discussions about volunteer departments and
considered partnering with Millville and Nibley.

My Experience on the Front Lines
I wanted to share my experiences of being on
site with city crossing guards assigned to
escorting our children safely through school
crossings. I’d heard some complaints from our
crossing guards, so I volunteered to be on the
scene in the mornings and afternoons when
our kids are going to and from school.
My first impression is how do we get cars to
slow down in school zones? I see drivers going
at 35 miles per hour and faster, and only
applying their brakes just before they get to the
s c h o o l c r o s s i n g. S o m e o f my o t h e r
observations:

Kirk Allen, Councilman
kirka@providence.utah.gov

• I watched crossing guards stepping out with
their lighted stop sign held high, only to rush
back to the curb when seeing a vehicle approach at a high rate of
speed and not sure it was going to stop.

It’s complicated.

• Too many drivers had a phone in their ear or some other distraction
taking their eyes off the road with kids in the school zone.

I was hoping we could get some form of a commitment from Cache
County. The county fire chief is in the midst of developing a countywide plan. The Richmond mayor has had discussions with Smithfield,
Hyde Park and Amalga to form a fire services district. North Logan is
in discussions with Logan City to provide several employees to
supplement their fire department.

• Some parents, after their kids are safely dropped off, seem to forget
about the safety of other peoples’ kids.

All three fire chiefs acknowledged that the overall best outcome would
be a county-wide fire and emergency services solution.
What have we ended up with?
Unfortunately, we don’t have much choice. Trying to do it ourselves
would be cost prohibitive. The days of volunteer fire departments are
on their way out and fading fast. Equipment is expensive, OSHA
requirements for fighting fires are rigidly defined, certification
requirements for firefighters are rigorous and favor career, full-time
firefighters. Getting young people to volunteer is nearly impossible.
You should know that the contract will phase in over the next two
years and ultimately cost the city $460,000 a year vs. $74,000 for the
current year; roughly a 6-fold increase, a HUGE impact on our City
budget. Logan’s rate criteria is based on Providence being 12% of the total
population served by its fire department. You should know however, that of
the total the volume of emergency calls, Providence is only 6%.
I suggested a rate based on a combination of the two to no avail. The
council will vote on the new contract early December.

-John Drew, Mayor

Word of the Month
One of our council members who asked to remain anonymous
wanted to include this definition in the newsletter:

NIMBY, NIMBYISM
"Not In My Back Yard” is a characterization of opposition by
residents to a proposed development. It carries the connotation that
such residents are opposing the development because it is close to
them, and that they would tolerate or support it if it was built in
someone else’s neighborhood. The residents are often called
Nimbys, and their viewpoint is called Nimbyism.

• Some drivers did not even have the courtesy to wait for the crossing
guards to get to the curb before gunning it through the intersection.
• The number of people who just roll through stop signs and don’t
look both ways is alarming.
• We’ve had sheriff ’s deputies on the scene and are a wonderful
deterrent, but once they are gone people return to their bad driving
habits.
I’m surprised that there are not more accidents, incidents, crashes. I
fear for the safety of our school children and our crossing guards. Too
many people seem to be in such a great hurry when only a short delay
in their journey would make a world of difference in keeping our kids
safe.
Our crossing guards do a wonderful but dangerous job. Unfortunately,
not enough people appreciate what it is like out there in the cold while
having a passion for keeping our kids safe.
We at the city are considering a watchdog program of dads and
grandads who would be assigned to watch for dangerous situations.
We will be discussing with the sheriff, our city attorney and the schools
along with our city staff. I have volunteered to take the lead on this.
More on this in future newsletters.

--Kirk Allen, Providence City Council

Here’s a Test You Can Try
Next time you come up to a stop light and wait for it to change, take
the time to observe the drivers passing in front of you at the
intersection. Count how many are on their phone, texting, or
otherwise distracted or occupied in some way and looking away from
the roadway (eating, putting on makeup, combing their hair, shaving,
reading the newspaper). I think you will be surprised.
The most dangerous are the ones navigating a turn in front of you
while occupied with something else.
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