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The Mayor’s Memo
As mayor, I can assure you I will keep you the 
citizens of  Providence in the loop on important 
issues. When I know, you will know. If  I’m 
missing something you think I should address, 
give me a call, drop me an email, make an 
appointment.  

I try to cover issues that are upcoming, in the 
works, so you are not hearing about things after 
they happen. I do that through he newsletter, 
public hearings, council agenda, and the Mayor’s 
Town Hall on the first Saturday of  every month. If  
that doesn’t work for you, I’ll make time to chat. 

Water 

If  you are interested in water issues and the 
history of  Providence, I suggest you read Doran 
Baker’s book, The Waters of  Spring Creek, Life 
Resource of  Providence. You can find it on Spring 
Creek Water Company’s website, http://
springcreekwatercompany.com under History. It is 

as much a story about water as it is about the history 
of  Providence and how it grew. It is a real gem and a 
treasure (see more on page 4).   

You may not know, there were times when there 
was no snow all winter, some very dry, some very 
wet years. It was 44 below zero one year. A lot of  
pioneer family names. The City’s culinary system 
was created in 1939. Spring Creek Water 
Company’s water right goes back to 1860 and as 
stated in the water right, “…for xxx acres of  land 
and xxx head of  cattle.”  

Clearly, Providence was primarily an agricultural 
community where almost every property owner made 
their livelihood from the land. Today, the company 
has one farmer on the entire Spring Creek Water 
Company system, Zollinger Tree Farm. Now we have 
roof  tops, driveways, sidewalks and lots of  asphalt in 
place of  farms and ranches. 

As always, I welcome and seek out differing 
viewpoints from all residents. 

—John Drew, Mayor

Upcoming Events 

City Council 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays except July, 
November and December 

March 13 & 27 @ 6:00PM 

Planning Commission 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays except July, 
November and December 

Wednesday, March 14 & 27 @ 6:00PM 

Justice Court 

From 4:00PM - 6:00PM 

Every Monday, except holidays 

Mayor’s Town Hall,  

First Saturday of each month) 

April 7 from 8:00AM to 10:00AM 
Topic - Water: Culinary, 

Wastewater, Stormwater, 
Irrigation Water 

Contact Information 

Providence City Offices 

164 North Gateway Drive 

(435) 752-9441 

 ** After-Hours Emergencies * *   

Fire or police emergencies - 911  
Animal control 435-753-7555  

City related issues 752-9441; after 
hours message will have an on-call 
number to call a city employee who 

will respond.  

Direct line to the Mayor 
(435) 760-8989 cell 

johnd@providence.utah.gov  

Providence City Newsletter

What’s With That Snow Berm on My Driveway? 
We had a question from a resident asking why can’t the City do something about that berm of  snow 
deposited by the snowplow on his driveway. He asked why the plow driver couldn’t just tilt the blade away 
as he passed his driveway.  Here was my response: 

There are various reasons why we simply cannot prevent that from happening. Safety for drivers comes to 
mind first. We have a lot of  road mileage to cover and clearing the roads for travel is our main priority.  

In many cases the trucks cannot rotate their blades fast enough to make this feasible or accomplish our 
main priority. The trucks would need to slow down to a crawl and often stop while waiting for the plow to 
rotate. There are about 2300 driveways in Providence, so keep that in mind. 

Each storm is different and in some cases we do attempt to accomplish this task in the trucks that can 
during the widening phase, but not all trucks are able to because of  the hydraulic speeds, plow/truck 
weight, snow load, and frozen snow/ice piles.  

Driver experience is another factor, we had 4 new drivers last season and putting the snow right where you 
want it (or don't want it) takes a lot of  experience in knowing how and when to adjust the truck and plow 
blade. We strive to clear the roads and minimize the driveway ice balls as best we can and will continue to 
improve our trucks abilities and driver skills every year. 

Each wave of  storms are different and sometimes just accomplishing priority one streets can overwhelm our 
staff.  Rotation of  drivers during storms night and day to get them rest is crucial to safety.  If  a series of  
storms hits just right, widening abilities suffer immensely. 

Rest assured, we truly do regret the driveway problems and strive to minimize them. I believe its safe to say 
that neighboring cities would have very similar comments. 

Public Works would like to extend a thank-you to all who drive with caution when in proximity of  a 
snowplow.  Please remain at least 150 feet behind.  We understand that at times it can be weary to have just 
shoveled your driveway only to have a snowplow come by and deposit a berm of  snow. 

Our snowplow operators really appreciate your friendly smiles and waves. 

	 —	Rob	Stapley,	Public	Works	Director

http://springcreekwatercompany.com
http://springcreekwatercompany.com
http://springcreekwatercompany.com
http://springcreekwatercompany.com
mailto:johnd@providence.utah.gov
mailto:johnd@providence.utah.gov


March, 2018
 

�2

Speeding in a School Zone First Offense
Second or 

Subsequent 
Offense

0 to 9 MPH Over Speed Limit $140 $140

10 to 19 MPH Over Speed Limit $240 $370

20 + MPH Over Speed Limit $440 $780

Caught Speeding in a School Zone? 
This is a reminder to slow down in a school zone. This is an enhanceable offense, meaning if  caught speeding again, 
the penalty is even higher.  Here is the bail schedule: 

Our Crossing Guards who are never too busy to say, “Good morning” and give parents peace of  mind, would like to 
thank the thoughtful people who slow down for our school children 

.—Beth	Munson,	Jus=ce	Court	Clerk	and	Crossing	Guard	Supervisor

City Recreation 
Youth Baseball Registration (Cache Valley Baseball League) 

This is for youth ages 5 - 14 - Registration: Now through 04/13/2018 

Register online at providence.sportsiteslabs.com/player or at the Providence City Office, 164 North Gateway Drive 
(M-F 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). Please visit our website providencecity.com for more information. 

Youth Softball Registration 

This is for youth ages 7 - 14 - Registration: Now through 04/13/2018 

Register online at providence.sportsiteslabs.com/player or at the Providence City Office, 164 North Gateway Drive 
(M-F 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). Please visit our website www.providencecity.com for more information. 

Fun in the Sun Registration (coming in April). 

This program is a favorite of  children ages 4 - 11. Participants enjoy games, crafts, stories, songs, education activities 
& field trips. 

Registration: 04/2/2018 - 05/11/5012; Please visit our website www.providencecity.com for more information.  

Pickleball and Tennis 

This summer we plan to offer both tennis and pickleball clinics. Registration dates will be announced as soon as we 
have the program details ready.  Please visit our website www.providencecity.com for more information.  

	—Sheyler	Gunnell,	Recrea=on	Director

Sheyler Gunnell 
City Recreation Director

City Administration 
Business License Renewal 

If  you have not renewed your business license for 2018, additional penalties apply beginning March 1. Total for a 
home business renewal $50 ($25 license fee and $25 late fee); total for a commercial business renewal $100 ($50 
license fee and $50 late fee).  

Community Happenings Page 

Did you know we have a Community Happenings page on our website? It is under the Residents tab, Events, 
Community Happenings. You can find information on things like lacrosse, Young Artist Cup, Up to 3 Run, Walk 
and Roll Race, etc.  These events are not sponsored by Providence City.  

Kindergarten Registration 

Kindergarten registration for the 2018-19 school year will be held for all Cache County School District Elementary 
Schools during the following dates and times: 

 • Wednesday, March 14th (8:00 am to 3:00 pm); Thursday, March 15th (1:00 pm to 7:00 pm).   

Online enrollment encouraged and encouraged prior to Kindergarten Registration.  Go to https://www.ccsdut.org. 

—	Skarlet	Bankhead,	Office	Services	Administrator

Beth Munson 
 Court Clerk, Crossing Guard 

Supervisor and City 
Treasurer

Skarlet Bankhead 
Administrative Services Director
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When you turn your water tap on, water flows. As it runs down the 
drain, it has somewhere to go. When it snows and rains, where does 
the flow go?  Some residents have an extra source of  irrigation water 
for gardens and lawns; from where does that come? 

Most residents have limited knowledge of  our City’s water systems.  
Here’s an overview: 

Culinary Water 

Our primary source of  culinary (drinking) water is a spring half  way up 
Providence Canyon. This water enters a pipe in an underground spring 
and is gravity fed to 3 reservoirs; one near the original spring (Comb 
Flats), one near the entrance to the Canyon (Redd’s), another near 300 
East and 300 South (Eck). This water is minimally chlorinated as 
required by law.  

We can’t get water more pure than this. This spring-sourced water never 
sees the light of  day. It does not travel down a canal, creek or river. It is 
tapped directly from the underground spring.  This source provides 
about one million gallons per day of  water. 

In the hotter summer months when lawns and gardens are watered, we 
pump additional four million gallons of  water from three wells in the 
City. This water travels by pipe up to the three reservoirs and mixes 
with the spring water. Eighty percent (80%) of  summer water usage is 
for outdoor use. 

Irrigation Water 

There are two companies in Providence that have rights to water for 
irrigation purposes; Spring Creek Water Company and Providence 
Blacksmith Fork Irrigation Company. The water from these companies 
flows in canals, pipes and ditches to its shareholders from May 1 to 
October 1. 

The rights to the water obtained by these companies date back to the 
1800s and state a certain number of  acres of  land (agricultural) to be 
irrigated and cattle to be watered. Today we have very few actual 
farmers or ranchers, and a lot of  rooftops, driveways, sidewalks and 
asphalt. Most irrigation water is used on lawns and gardens. 

Spring Creek Water Company (SCWC) http://
springcreekwatercompany.com has rights to a number of  springs in 
Providence Canyon, including sharing Broad Hollow Springs where 
the City water originates. These springs feed the creek in Providence 
Canyon which is diverted at the mouth of  the canyon and flows down 
nine laterals. Most of  these laterals serve the East side of  the City.   
SCWC water rights date back to 1860.  

Providence Blacksmith Fork Irrigation Company (PBFIC) http://
blacksmithforkirrigatio]n.com sources its water from the Blacksmith 
Fork River at the mouth of  Blacksmith Fork Canyon. The river water 
travels down a concrete canal for over two miles and splits off  into two 
earthen ditches at the South end of  Millville.  The water from the canal 
is shared with Millville Irrigation Company that is entitled to 44% of  
the water; PBFIC 56%.   

Exchange Agreement with Irrigation Companies 

In 1939, Providence City entered into an agreement with Blacksmith 
Fork Irrigation Company of  which it owned 90 shares, and Spring 
Creek Water company. This agreement (called an “exchange 
agreement”) allowed the City to take one cubic foot per second of  

Spring Creek water from a spring in Providence Canyon for use as 
culinary water, in exchange for pumping an equivalent amount of  
Blacksmith Fork water to a Spring Creek canal.  

The City of  Providence owns about 30% of  the shares of  each 
irrigation company. A portion of  the City’s ownership of  PBFIC shares 
are used to allow for the water used in the exchange agreement. 

Wastewater 

Providence has a gravity feed system throughout the city for 
wastewater. This water flows to two locations at Highway 165 and 
under the road to a main pipe in Logan City.  There are no lift stations 
in Providence. From there, the wastewater is pumped to Logan City’s 
wastewater treatment facility west of  Logan off  Highway 30.   

The Logan City treatment facility consists of  lagoons that treat an 
average of  13 million gallons per day. Logan City is in the process of  
updating the lagoons to a mechanical plant to accommodate more 
stringent water quality requirements. Logan plans to have construction 
completed and the plant operational by the end of  the year 2020.  

Stormwater 

The City is responsible for controlling stormwater runoff  and 
discharges of  pollutants to the City's stormwater system to maintain 
and improve the quality of  the receiving waters into which the 
stormwater outfalls flow, including lakes, rivers, streams, ponds, 
wetlands, and groundwater of  the City and State. 

Stormwater is from rain and snowmelt that flows over impervious 
surfaces such as paved streets, parking lots, rooftops, sidewalks and 
driveways that does not soak in to the ground. The City has one full-
time public works employee whose primary responsibility is to monitor 
and report on stormwater discharge. 

The Future of  Water in Providence 

Unlike most of  Utah, our City has an abundance of  water. We even 
have springs in town bubbling out of  the ground that in some places 
runs across the road and creates a hazard. If  anything, we lack the 
infrastructure for storage. What is not used goes in to groundwater, and 
to creeks and streams to the Logan River. The irrigation systems of  
SCWC and PBFIC have no storage capacity and much of  what is 
carried in dirt ditches percolates into the ground or evaporates.   

An ideal arrangement may be to have a secondary piped system for 
irrigation water.  A secondary system could dramatically reduce the use 
of  chlorinated culinary water for lawns and gardens. Such an 
arrangement may be cost-effective as a secondary system does not have 
the stringent requirements or complexity of  a culinary system. A 
feasibility study for such a system has been a topic of  recent discussion. 

There are Federal grant funds available for feasibility studies, 
engineering design and construction costs for secondary water systems 
to replace old ditched irrigation systems. We have had initial 
discussions with both irrigation companies about this, but ultimately it 
will depend on their cooperation to proceed with such a plan.  

As all of  these water issues are a complex subjects, give me a call or 
drop me a note for more information. 

—John Drew, Mayor

City Water 
 Culinary, Irrigation, Wastewater, Stormwater 
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Update on Contract for Fire 
Department Service with Logan City 

This is a Four-Alarm Alert
In last month’s newsletter, I sounded the alert that Logan City had 
notified us in November of  their intent to renegotiate their contract 
with Providence City.  As this was a 12-month notice, we have 9 
months remaining to work out alternatives.  

We just received the 2018 bill for $74,000, a 37% increase over the 
2017 bill for $54,000. The explanation for this increase was that 
previous billings did not include all department operations, so had 
been miscalculated. If  you recall last month’s article, we were told 
a renegotiated amount would likely be $250,000 more than the 
2017 bill. 

As the council and City staff  review our options, here are issues we 
are considering: 

• Cost to the City, and related tax or fee increases to property 
owners 

• Response time to an emergency call 

• Potential availability of  a pool of  volunteers, experience and 
certifications 

• Training, certifications, and experience of  personnel 

• Partnering with Cache County and/or other cities 

• Impact on City’s liability insurance and residents’ homeowners’ 
insurance 

 Some pertinent points are:  

An additional $250,000 cost to the City would mean an average 
of  approximately $110 additional property tax per property 
owner.  Currently, the City collects an average of  $190 per 
property.  This would be about a 60% increase. 

About 92% 911 calls are for Emergency Medical Service (EMS), 
less than 10% for fire. 

As building codes have improved over the years, there are far 
fewer calls to fight structure fires.   

As more homes are built in the hills close to the mountains, brush 
fires become more of  a concern. 

On most EMS calls, a fire truck is assigned to follow in case extra 
manpower is needed. 

We have a lot of  homework to do and we are speaking to other 
cities as well as Cache County.  I have been pushing for 
discussions with key players as this is a critical issue due to the 
extreme financial impact on our city. 

I will keep you informed. 

--John Drew, Mayor 

Gus Garcia 
Stormwater Technician

Jeff Myers,  
Water Dept Supervisor 

Water Department Staff

Danny Wiser 
Water/Wastewater Technician 

“The Waters of Spring Creek, Life Resource of Providence”  

by Doran Baker 
This book, written in 1974 is available on line under History on the SCWC 
website http://springcreekwatercompany.com. This is as much about the 
history of  water in Providence as it is about its people.  It covers the time period 
from 1860 to when the book was published. 

Some interesting tidbits from the book: 

• First cattle ranch founded in 1855 near Ballard Springs (now off  Hwy 165) on 
the Blacksmith Fork River 

• Irrigation ditches dug from the Blacksmith Fork River (1860) 

• Wheat mill established in Millville (1883) powered by the Blacksmith Fork 
River 

• The Telluride Power Company brings electricity to Providence (1910) 

• The winter of  1933-34, “There was neither snow or cold, followed by the 
worst drought ever” a 5.5 magnitude earthquake hit the valley in March of  
1934. 

• On January 21, 1937 the coldest winter on record, the temperature dropped to 
minus 44. 

• A special bond issue was approved in August, 1938 to fund a municipal water 
works for the city which was built the following year. Five private water 
companies were acquired by the City as part of  the process. 

• Flash flood from Providence Canyon (1946) deposits much mud and rocks 
and took out roads and bridges in town. 

If  you are a history buff  and would like to learn more about the history of  
Providence, this is a fascinating read. 

—John Drew, Mayor

Gerald Taft 
Water/Wastewater/ 

Bluestakes Technician 


