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Providence City Newsletter
Upcoming Events
City Council
2nd & 4th Tuesdays except July,
November and December
Tuesday, October 9 and 23 @ 6:00PM

Planning Commission
2nd & 4th Wednesdays except July,
November and December
Wednesday, October 10 and 24 @
6:00PM

Justice Court
From 4:00PM - 6:00PM
Every Monday, except holidays
Mayor’s Town Hall,

The Mayor’s Memo

blowing out sprinkler lines to avoid damage from
freezing temperatures.

Schools are back in session. The City Celebration,
Octoberkraut was this past weekend. Our streets
are finally striped, marked, painted. Now we are
seeing freezing overnight weather in the forecast.

A special cold-mix asphalt is purchased to do as
much fall pot hole and patch work on city streets.
This is a special mix that goes on cold and is
designed to endure winter temperatures.

Time to plan for winter weather. What does the
city staff do in preparation before the snow flys?

Public works staff picks up bagged leaves left at the
curb. As a rule of thumb, pickup starts when there
are enough bags out for half a day’s work. Pickup
concludes some time after snow has fallen. Leaves
are brought to the Logan Landfill compost facility.

Public Works
Before Blacksmith Fork Irrigation Company
(BFIC) shuts off the flow of water to its upper
canal, the City shuts off its exchange pump that
sends water to the Spring Creek Water Company’s
(SCWC) northern canal. The “exchange” happens
when the city takes water from Broad Hollow
Springs using SCWC rights.
The three culinary wells are shut down and
winterized. These three wells, Jay’s, Alder and
Cattle Corral supply water for the high demand
during summer months. We are strictly on spring
water, gravity fed during the cooler months.
We have heavy rain forecast, no need to continue
watering parks. The parks department begins

Trees are trimmed; especially on streets where snow
plows may encounter branches that cause damage to
vehicles.
Snow plows, sanders and salters are installed on city
trucks and tested in preparation for snow. All the
mechanicals are checked out and any necessary
maintenance and repairs done.

New Businesses in Providence
Please consider shopping, dining and having your car
serviced in Providence so we can keep the sales tax
dollars at home.

—John Drew, Mayor

First Saturday of each month)
Discontinued Until Further
Notice

Contact
Information
Providence City Offices
164 North Gateway Drive
(435) 752-9441
** After-Hours Emergencies * *
Fire or police emergencies - 911
Animal control 435-753-7555
City related issues 752-9441; after
hours message will have an on-call
number to call a city employee who
will respond.

Direct line to the Mayor
(435) 760-8989 cell
johnd@providence.utah.gov

Housing Gap Coalition Presentation
Tuesday, October 9 at the Providence City Council at 6:00PM
We will hear a presentation by Brynn Mortensen of the Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce at the first October
City Council meeting. The Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce created the Housing Gap Coalition in May of
this year and held its “Big Tent” kick off meeting in June.
The Housing Gap Coalition is in direct response to a new study, commissioned by the Salt Lake Chamber and
conducted by the Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, which shows the rate that housing prices are increasing in
Utah will threaten our cost of living, economic prosperity and quality of life. Utah housing is more expensive
than some of our top competitor cities in economic development.
The goal is to have a dialogue and discuss what each city is doing to prepare for the coming growth, and how
we can all work together to address the issue of housing affordability that is facing the entire state. We have
over 30 cities scheduled for the coming weeks and months.
Utah has significantly more households than available housing units. This creates a serious threat to our state’s
economic prosperity. Land is becoming scarce in metro areas close to jobs, the labor market is tight and
current local policies have limited the number of housing projects brought to market. This means the average
(not low income) Utah family is struggling with a gap between housing needs and affordable options.

State Legislature has stepped in
The Utah State Legislature has been concerned for a number of years about a growing housing shortage.
Normally inclined to allow local government to address problems, state representatives have been alarmed at
the size of the housing shortage. During last year’s legislative session, representatives voted to create a
commission that is expected to drive efforts to address the housing affordability problem. One of our local
representatives Val Potter (House District 3) co-chairs the commission. Val will be attending and joining the
discussion at this council meeting.
Please consider attending this informative presentation and participating in the discussion that follows.

John Drew, Providence City Mayor
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Public Works Department
With fall here, the Public Works Department would like to remind you that we will be picking up leaf bags. We
would ask that you do not rake your leaves or place your leaf bags in the gutter and that the bags be placed on the
curb or edge of your property.
We will not be picking up or chipping branches. The green waste bins are still available at the Public Works Facility
at 350 East Center. If you choose to take your leaf bags to the green waste bins, please do not place the bags in the
bins, you will need to open them and empty your leaves into the bins.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Public Works Office at 753-0313.
Rob Stapley
Public Works Director

—Rob Stapley, Public Works Director

City Oﬃce Administration
Welcome Miss Providence Royalty for 2018/2019
Alexis Benitez is a junior at Ridgeline High School. She is a member of the Ridgeline FCCLA, dances with
Starstepper Dance Studio, and works at Black Bear Dinner. In her spare time, she enjoys drawing and spending time
with family and friends. As part of the Miss Providence Royalty, Alexis is excited to meet new people and serve the
community where she was born and raised.
Olivia Loertscher is a junior at Ridgeline High School. She is the FFA Chapter President and loves it. She enjoys
camping, hiking, and anything outdoors. Olivia is excited to be part of the Miss Providence Royalty because she
loves living in Providence and wants to give back to this wonderful city.

Did you know . . .

Skarlet Bankhead
Administrative Services Director

Waterways throughout the City convey water year around, not just during irrigation season. We need your help to
keep the waterways free from obstructions. Providence City Code prohibits putting an obstruction of any kind in a
ditch that hinders or prevents the free passage of water.
Now that fall is here, it is time to get yards and gardens ready for winter. It is important that you dispose of yard
waste properly. Please do not put yard clippings, garden debris, or any other material or object on the bank of or in a
ditch, or any other waterway (gutter, canal, Spring Creek, etc.). Thank you for help keeping the waterways clean.
— Skarlet Bankhead, Admin Services Director

Sister City News - Update on Millville Water Quality Issues
Last month I wrote about the State Department of Water Quality (DWQ) requiring Millville to plan for a sewer
system in their city. I have more information to clarify the situation.
DWQ is refusing to renew a permit for one of the two culinary wells Millville operates. The reason is the nitrate
levels are too high. The high nitrate level problem is caused by the close proximity of septic tanks to culinary wells.
In speaking to Mayor Hair, he said the immediate problem is a cleaner water source. He said the city may opt to drill
a new well in another location to get cleaner water and address the sewer system issue later. He said the city would
also likely require all new development in Millville install sewer pipes for a future city-wide system.

David Hair
Millville City Mayor

State water quality engineers closely monitor test results of culinary water wells of all cities. Of particular interest is
not only culinary wells in cities with septic tank systems, but neighboring cities as well. With growing populations of
Millville and neighboring cities, maintaining water quality has been a big concern.

— John Drew, Mayor

Saturday Town Halls Discontinued
Due to a lack of interest, the Town Halls the first Saturday of the month have been canceled, for now. The attendance has dwindled to only two
residents at the last one held on September 8.
I have some ideas for future topics; new development issues, City-Operated Secondary Irrigation System, Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), and
an update on streets one year after engineering study and recommended maintenance plan. Let me know your interest.
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My Favorite Providence Parks
We recently held a town Hall meeting on Saturday, September 8 to
discuss parks in Providence. We had two members of the public show
up, and 7 city staff members. It was disappointing.

pond on the park premisses and pumped in to a pressurized system to
run the sprinklered irrigation system. Excess pond water goes back in to
the irrigation canal.

Our two visitors could each only name two parks. How many parks
does Providence have? Eleven. How many acres of city parks do we
have? Thirty-five.

Hampshire Park is on 1.4 acres, has one restroom, a small pavilion, a
soccer field and playground equipment. The park is at 575 South and
285 West.

We frequently get inquiries about city parks. “When are we going to get
a park in my neighborhood?” “Are we going to have a dog park
somewhere?” “Is there a place you can improve to add more park
space?” “Are you considering putting in a lacrosse field?”

Least used parks
I am going to focus first on the least-known, least used parks. Do you
know where Cattle Corral Park is? How about Meadow Ridge Park?
Jays Well Park? Well, the last one was a trick as it is a newly developed
park. What do these three parks have in common?
Each of these parks has a structure that houses a city-operated well for
culinary water. These wells are in operation during the summer when
residents water their lawns and gardens, and the city waters our parks.
Together they produce about 4 million gallons of water a day peak
season.
Meadow Ridge Park, 251 South 325 West
.3 acres, pavilion, table, volleyball, perimeter walking path
Cattle Corral Park, 100 East 200 South;
.7 acres, pavilion with 2 tables, ½ basketball court, grassy play area
Jays Well Park, 400 South and Main Street;
.4 acres, pavilion, table, perimeter walking path, just hydroseeded

Wear your bathing suit to this park
If not you, maybe your kids will want to get wet. This park has a splash
pad with ground nozzles that spray water upwards out of the splash
pad's raindeck. The splash pad has no standing water which eliminates
the need for any lifeguards or other supervision.

Alma Leonhardt Park is 1.4 acres, and also has two pavilions, one with
2 picnic tables, one with 4; 2 restrooms, 4 pickle ball courts, play ground
and play equipment and a large grassy play area. The park is at 300
West, 250 North.
West of Leonhardt park is an undeveloped area, weeds and a storage for
our public works department. It is just under 2 acres. I think it would be
a great spot for a dog park, or ? ? Lobby your city council members on
your preference for this one. I’m a dog person.

Tennis anyone?
Where can you play tennis in Providence? This park has a first class
tennis court. Everything is well maintained; the net, the concrete pad
color coating is near new, fencing and shade screens (just installed) look
and function great.
Braegger Park is 2.9 acres and is mostly tucked back in to a quiet
residential area. While you play tennis, the kids can enjoy the
playground equipment, volleyball, large grassy area, and picnic table
under the pavilion. The park is on 300 South and 300 East. It has its
own access road in to the park, Smith Lane.

Don’t know its there ‘cuz-you-can’t-see-it-from-the-street Park
This one is surrounded by homes. You step outside your backyard door
to the park. Your home has a park in the back yard for your kids. You
can sit on your patio deck and keep an eye on them while they play in
the park. What a great neighborhood to live in if you have youngsters.

Brookside Park is .9 acres and is bordered by the homes on Spring
Creek Parkway, Andrews Lane and 100 East. There are two access
points, one on Spring Creek Parkway and the other on 100 East. There
is a circular path around the park. This park serves as a retention basin
for stormwater.

Irrigation-water watered park

More on parks in future newsletters.

We have one park that is watered using irrigation water from a
Blacksmith Fork Irrigation Company canal. The water is collected in a

—John Drew, Mayor
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Willows Golf Park Presents
HAUNTED HALLOWEEN NIGHTS
October 1st through the 31st
Come and enjoy 18 themed holes. Props originally done by
Hollywood special effects artist, Sam Greenmun. Check out our
website for more information. www.willowsgolfpark.com
Fun for young and old, alike. The most fun you will ever have at a
Halloween attraction. Happy Haunting!

Willows Golf Park
220 N. Gateway Drive
(Next to City Offices)

Cache County Library
A Hidden Gem
Do You Know it is in Providence?
Cache County has ONE library location for the whole county,
and it is located in Providence. The city owns the property and
building and provides the maintenance and upkeep. Library
operations are funded by the county. The library is open to
anyone residing in Cache County and is free to use and borrow
books.
Library Resources
• Six computers with word processing and internet access
• Two children’s computers with educational games
• Weekly story time for preschool age children (lots of kids
show up)
• Summer reading programs
• Large audio/visual selection
• Over 22,000 volumes with current titles
• Copy machine
• Library Sign-up and library cards
• Libby mobile app for book downloads using your library
cards (a free substitute for Kindle)
There is no charge for library cards; four maximum per family
in the parent’s name. Duplications and lost library cards may be
purchased for $1.00. Application forms are located at the
library circulation desk. Library cards are required to check out
items from the library.
For access to materials not held in the county library's
collections, books can be requested and obtained through
interlibrary loans via the State library which has access to
libraries throughout the US.
The library proctors tests for on-line educational vendors,
Weber State and e-high schools (verifying its you, not someone
taking a test for you).

Cache County Library
15 North Main Street
Providence, Utah 84332
(435) 752-7881
Mon-Fri 10 am-6:45 pm
Sat 10am-2pm
Story Time: 10:30 Tue/Wed/Thur
For more information go to cachecounty.org/library
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