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PROVIDENCE CITY NEWSLETTER
The Mayor’s Memo

Upcoming Events

Housing Affordability

City Council

In this month’s newsletter on Page 3, I describe a
report required of Utah cities which lists our goals
to attain expected housing development. This
report is required by Utah Legislation passed in
2019, Senate Bill SB-34. The report includes the
city’s plan for addressing 5 strategies. This
legislation requires our reported goals be adopted
in our General Plan and updated annually.

3rd Wednesday
December 16th @ 6:00PM

Planning Commission
2nd Wednesday

The General Plan section 6 on Moderate Income
Housing includes statements which were
developed by Bear River Association of
G ove r n m e n t s ( B R AG ) b a s e d o n c e n s u s
information. One you should find interesting says:

December 9 @ 6:00PM

Justice Court
From 4:00PM - 6:00PM

“Based on population change from 2017 to 2024,
observed income levels, and existing vacancies, it is
projected that Providence will need an additional 455
units by 2024. (Paraphrasing from here for brevity) Of
those units, 23 will need to be affordable to extremely low
income households, 46 affordable to low-income
households, and 65 affordable to moderate income
households.”

Every Monday, except holidays
Open court hearings have been
suspended until further notice. Check
with the court clerk for questions.

Contact Information

These categories are based on Area Median
Income (AMI) of $53,812 (Cache County), and are
30%, 50% and 80% of AMI respectively. You
should know that the multi-family housing already
built and under construction in the city do not meet
any of these criteria.
The due date for this report was December 1. You
can view the full report on the city website
including the content included in the City’s
General Plan at http://providencecity.com/
community-development-2/.
I bring this up so residents are aware of the
expectations of Utah municipal governments as
determined by the Utah State Legislature. I expect
we will see even tougher language from future
legislative sessions.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
All of our city staff and elected and appointed
officials are grateful for your continued support and
encouragement. We are in the midst of some
interesting times. I encourage you to please stay
connected and engaged in goings-on at the City.

John Drew, Providence City Mayor

Providence City Offices
164 North Gateway Drive

Pipeline Alert Options
Now Include Public Hearing Notices

(435) 752-9441
** After-Hours Emergencies * *
Fire or police emergencies - 911
Animal control 435-753-7555
(Cache County non-emergency
dispatch)
City related issues 752-9441; after
hours message will have an on-call
number to call a city employee who
will respond.

At the request of the City Council, the Providence Pipeline alert system now includes an alert option for
when required Public Hearing has been scheduled. The alert will include a link to the notice.
You may also sign up for notices of all public meetings and public hearings for individual city governing
bodies; City Council, Planning, Historic Preservation Commission on the State website, utah.gov/pmn.
(The “pmn” in the link is for Public Meeting Notice)
.

John Drew, Mayor

Direct line to the Mayor
(435) 760-8989 cell
johnd@providence.utah.gov

Link to Subscribe to
Public Notices:
h ps://www.utah.gov/pmn/
Public Mee ng No ce (PMN)
website for all jurisdic ons

Drug Disposal / Take Back Program
Providence City now has a prescription drug drop off box in the lobby at city office building. The Drug Take
Back Program is authorized by the DEA for Law Enforcement to offer permanent sites to dispose of unused
medications. All of the medications collected at these sites will be destroyed.
There are currently three disposal sites for the community to use serviced by the sheriff ’s office; Providence
City Office, Hyrum City Office and the lobby at the Cache County Sheriff ’s Office. We encourage the
community to use these sites, and ask that needles or sharps NOT be disposed of at these drop off locations.
Properly disposing of unused prescription drugs (pills, syrups, patches, etc.) can help prevent the growing
problem of prescription drug abuse and misuse. The sheriff ’s office is providing and will service this box at no
charge.
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City Office Administration
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting & Visit from Santa
Please join us for donuts & hot cocoa at the 100 North roundabout
for our 2nd Annual Tree Lighting; Thursday, December 3 from
5:30pm – 7:00pm. Vocal Stepz will be performing, and Santa will
there. We will have a box for letters to Santa. Wear you mask, bring
your Santa letter, social distance, and enjoy the music and the
lighting!
We are encouraging donations to the Cache Food Pantry and all
proceeds from ornament purchases will go to The Family Place. We
are suggesting a $15 donation for an ornament, but all donations will
be accepted. Ornaments are available at the City Office until
December 13; Food Pantry donations can be taken to the City Office
as well.
Thank you to our sponsors: Canyon Landscaping, Macey's,
McDonald's, and Northern Utah Carpets!

Holiday Lighting Contest
If you would like your residence considered for the Holiday Lighting
Contest, please visit www.providencecity.com print and complete the
entry form and return it to the City. Judging will take place
December 7 - 12. Thank you to our sponsors: America First Credit
Union, Members First Credit Union, and USU Credit Union!

COVID-19 Guidelines
As you visit our recreation facilities and participate in our programs,
please remember to practice the appropriate social distancing
guidelines. Also, please help us keep our parks clean and user friendly
by putting your trash in the trash cans.

New Pipeline Notice Group
We have added a Public Hearing Notice Group to our Pipeline
messaging system. If you would like to receive text and/or email
messages regarding public hearings, please join this group. To
manage your Pipeline choices, text the word SETTINGS to
435-752-9441. You will get a link back that you can click on and
change your settings.
If you haven’t signed up for the Pipeline, this link will take you to the
sign-up page where you can choose which notices you would like to
receive, https://app.pigeonsms.com/subscription/4/new

Business License Renewal
2020 business license renewals are due January 1. Renew by
December 31 and receive a 10% discount.

Dog License Renewal
All dog licenses in Providence City expire on December 31. Renewal
opens December 1. Along with your renewal, please provide a proof
of rabies vaccination.

Youth Council Advisor
We are looking for youth council advisors. Generally, the youth
council meets twice per month at the Providence City Offices. One
meeting is a planning meeting and the other meeting is an activity or
guest speaker. In the past, youth council activities have included: visit
with the Easter Bunny, packets for storm water education day, city
celebration, city tree lighting and visit with Santa.
If you enjoy working with youth and serving the community, please
contact Council Member Carrie Kirk, 435-757-1444,
ckirk@providence.utah.gov; or email providencecityyc@gmail.com

Winter Parking Hours are in Effect
Winter parking hours go into effect 24 hours after the first snowstorm
that requires the City to plow the streets in November; or December
1, whichever is earlier.
• Vehicles or equipment cannot be parked in the City right-of-way
from 12:00 AM (midnight) to 6:00 AM. If there is no curb,
vehicles or equipment must be a minimum of eight-feet (8') from
the asphalt.
• The City will not be liable for any damage occurring to any
vehicle or equipment parked on any street or right-of-way, during
street and right-of-way maintenance.
For complete ordinance, see Providence City Code 6-2-8:A Winter
Regulations: Night Parking.
Parking citations will be issued for violation of this ordinance.
Overnight parking citation fee is $25. The fee reduces to $20 if paid
within the first five days. You must bring the citation to the city office
with you if paying within the first five days.

— Skarlet Bankhead, Administra ve Services Director

Public Works
The Public Works Department would like to wish you all a safe and
enjoyable holiday season. With winter and colder temperatures
approaching we also have a few reminders for you.

Snow Plows Season Coming Soon
Please drive with caution when in the vicinity of a snowplow and
remain at least 150 feet behind them. After your garbage and
recycling cans have been emptied, please remove them as soon as
possible to limit possible obstructions for the plows.
In an effort to keep our streets as safe as possible during the winter
months, please remember that it is a violation of City ordinance to
remove snow from your private property and place it in the street.
This can create a hazard for you as citizens along with City
employees as they are working in the plows to keep the streets clear
of snow.

Winter Parking Hours
Winter parking hours go into effect 24 hours after the first snowstorm
that requires the City to plow the streets in November; or December
1, whichever is earlier.

Fall Leaves in City Gutters
With fall winding down and winter on its way, the streets department
has been working to finish and has completed the leaf cleanup in the
curb and gutter areas. This specific project is to get the gutters as
clean as possible before snow and ice arrives. Once there is any type
of snow/ice melt or any rain during the winter months, and the
gutters are left full of leaves and debris, there is the potential for
flooding which is what we are trying to prevent.
This program is designed to control storm water and again, to
prevent flooding, it is NOT designed for people to rake leaves from
their yard into the gutter so that the City has to clean it up. Citations
may be issued for those who are filling the gutters with leaves or
debris. Having citations issued is the last thing that the City wants to
do, so we’re asking for your cooperation.

— Rob Stapley, Public Works Director
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Housing Affordability / City Manager Update
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY /
MODERATE INCOME HOUSING
During the 2018 Legislative session, a bill was passed that created the
Commission on Housing Affordability to address the issue of a serious
shortage of available housing in the state of Utah. The three legislators
that chaired and co-chaired that commission said the purpose of the
commission was to address housing affordability; a problem that
impacts all socio-economic levels.
The following year the Commission submitted, and the legislature
passed, SB34 that increased reporting requirements for city
governments to address housing affordability issues. During the 2020
legislative session, more extensive reporting was added.
There are 82 Utah cities required to submit a plan with goals to
address housing affordability issues. This report is due on December 1
to the State Workforce Services office where reports are reviewed,
complied and submitted to the state legislature. See http://
providencecity.com/community-development-2/ on the City webpage
to view “SB34 Report Strategies 1 – 5”.
What do you think should be in the City’s plan to achieve these goals?
The guidelines for completing this report require our plans address 5
strategies; the City’s stated plans cover 5 pages. I have condensed the
key points of the city’s responses which are in italics below:
Strategy 1: Rezone for densities necessary to assure the production of
moderate-income housing.
Modify existing city code and operating policies and procedures to encourage
the development of affordable housing.

City Manager
Master Plan Progress
As you might be aware we are continuing to work various master plans
for the city. Our Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master plan is nearly
complete. We have it on the city website for any final comments from
the public before we take it to the full council for consideration and
adoption. We expect that this will before the council in January. If you
are interested, please take a look and let us know if you have any
comments or questions. Once a master plan is adopted it becomes the
roadmap for the next 5 to 10 years.
One point I need to mention is that a master plan is not set in stone.
As stated by Utah Code, a general plan / master plan is advisory only.
Each council has its own say as to what it decides to adopt and accept.
We consider the planning process to be a vital part of running efficient
government. Without planning, we are merely reacting. As I like to
say, “If you don’t know which way you’re going, any road will take
you there.”
The Transportation Master Plan has been reviewed by staff and has
been presented to Planning Commission and has been distributed to
the council for initial individual review. The next step will be to get an
updated draft and get it out for additional public comments.
The Sewer Master Plan is continuing and is making significant progress
with the data gathering. We should see an initial draft in the coming
month.

Strategy 2: Facilitate the rehabilitation of existing uninhabitable
housing stock into moderate income housing.

We are also getting things lined up for a few more master plans
including Fiber, Cemetery, Water, and Economic Development. It is
our plan to get master plans is place for various essential services and
then we can work proactively rather then reactively.

We do not have housing stock needing to be rehabilitated, #2 does not apply.

Boundary Line Disputes

Strategy 3: Facilitate the rehabilitation of infrastructure that will
encourage the construction of moderate-income housing.

As long as I have been involved with City government, I have found
that there are often misunderstandings of what the role of city
government is in various things. One such example is a boundary line
dispute.

The City has a 5-year road maintenance, repair and replacement plan. This
plan includes upgrades to existing streets.
Strategy 4: Create or allow for, and reduce regulations related to,
accessory dwelling units in residential zones.
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) were added to our city code in 2019 by the
city council. There are two sections, ADUs that are stand-alone structures
(10-13) and Accessory Apartments that are part of the home with a separate
entrance (10-12). The strategy asks our plan to promote the construction of
ADUs by reducing regulations (restrictions).
Strategy 5: Any other program or strategy implemented by the
municipality to address the housing needs of residents who earns less
than 80% of the area median income.

Say you and your neighbor don’t agree on where your property line
is. Since you live in the city you might think about taking the issue to
the city and asking for a resolution. While cities are involved with
approving subdividing of land, the county is the entity that holds the
records.
If there is a dispute over a property line, you have to work with the
County Recorder, County Sur veyor, and/or the County
Assessor. Each has their own area of responsibility, but even if the city
wanted to resolve such a dispute it doesn’t have the standing to do so.
What we can do, we want to do to serve our residents.

Giving Thanks

Promote a variety of affordable housing options that are compatible with
neighborhood character, including rental and ownership opportunities, and a
variety of housing types such as multi-family, duplex, and single-family
detached. Permit affordable housing in each neighborhood so long as the unit
type and design is consistent with the character of the neighborhood.

This time of year is a great time to reflect on what you are thankful
for. I am thankful for the Mayor, Council, and public for my
opportunity to serve the City of Providence. This past year has been
my pleasure to serve along some great employees, while getting to
know many of the residents.

The commission will continue to look for ways to coerce cities in to
increasing the inventory of available housing to meet family needs.

Thank you.

—John Drew, Mayor

— Ryan Snow, City Manager
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Dogs: Man’s Best Friend or Your
Neighbor’s Worst Nightmare?
I was bitten by a dog at young age and developed a K-9 phobia that
lasted well into my adult years. To overcome my fears, I adopted a dog
and spent hours studying dog behavior and attending training classes
with other dogs. I understand them now.
One thing I still don’t understand, however, is why some people own
dogs when they appear ill-equipped or uncommitted to taking proper
care of them. This includes walking them daily (rain, snow, or shine),
bringing them inside the house or garage when appropriate, registering
them with the city, and keeping up on their vaccinations.
We have serious and pervasive dog issues in my neighborhood. Maybe
you do too. Issues include:
1. Repeated barking day and night, usually when the dog owners
aren’t home.
2. Unattended dogs who have been let out or escaped to poop on
another person’s property.
3. Loose dogs who have killed neighbors’ pets
Do you know what your dog is doing when you’re not home or you let
them out the front door? If you don’t, I invite you to ask your neighbors
what they think about your dog and give them an opportunity to provide
candid feedback.
The nice thing about Providence is that everyone here is so “nice.”
Unfortunately, this often means residents don’t address issues with their
neighbors. When these issues persist, they can snowball.
If you own a dog, I encourage you to not wait for a confrontation. You
have a responsibility to know what your pets are doing in your absence.
Failure to do so is discourteous and disrespectful toward your neighbors
and their property.
Each of us has property rights, but our rights end at the property line—
this includes noise that exits our property onto another’s. Obviously,
there is a standard of reasonableness, which is why the city has adopted
a legally enforceable city code. The city code and ordinances exist to
ensure the continued health and welfare of all residents, dog and nondog owners alike.
I invite you to take proper care of your dog(s), they deserve it. In doing
so, you’ll also be showing kindness and respect for your neighbor.
Relevant City Code sections:
4-9-3; 5-1-12; 5-1-13; 5-1-31

—Josh Paulsen, Providence City Council Member

Cache Humane Society
Promoting Responsible Pet Ownershi
Cache Humane Society has been helping pet owners and animals in
Cache Valley for over 40 years. Today, our family of animal-lovers has
expanded to include over 30 staff and hundreds of volunteers.
Established in 1976 by local animal-lovers who fostered in their own
homes, barns, and garages. The current 5000 square foot shelter was
opened in 2008 after much fundraising, hard work and community
support. The facilities have dedicated space for education programs,
and potential adopters, and an outdoor play park for shelter animals.
CHS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit and a No Kill Shelter (NKS).

Mission Statement
Cache Humane Society is the center of animal welfare, recovery, and
adoption activity in Cache Valley. We cultivate educational programs
that inspire personal commitments to responsible and loving pet
ownership, and community participation in companion animal wellbeing. We work with local government officials, animal care
providers, rescue organizations, and citizens to support
compassionate stewardship of animal welfare.

Vision Statement
Cache Humane Society provides:
• A safe environment, healthy nutritious food, clean water, and love
and attention for all animals housed in our facility
• A central impound facility committed to reuniting lost pets with
their families
• Professional and thoughtful service to individuals relinquishing
animals for any reason
• Fun and educational programs designed to promote responsible
pet ownership and compassionate stewardship of companion
animal welfare
• An affordable Spay/Neuter and Vaccination Clinic committed to
reducing the number of homeless pets in Cache Valley and
supporting healthy companion animals
• Recognition of the valuable service of the volunteers and staff who
ensure the shelter remains a place of respect, dignity, and caring

Values Statement
We believe all companion animals deserve to be treated with dignity
and compassion. We believe our facility provides a joyful, safe and
welcoming place to find a new pet or to receive pet services. We
believe our education programs help nurture current and future
generations of loving pet owners. We support an innovative,
courageous, and thoughtful family of staff and volunteers and strive
to share our ethic with the greater community.

Cache Humane Society is Looking for Board Members
Full disclosure; I serve as Cache Humane Society Board President
and have been a volunteer for the past 4 ½ years.
Board members are responsible for operational oversight while
ensuring a commitment to our mission. This involves establishing our
strategic direction, ensuring compliance with applicable legal
requirements, and keeping our organization financially healthy. If
you are interested in serving on our board, please drop me a note or
give me a call.

—John Drew, Mayor
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