April, 2018

Providence City Newsletter
Upcoming Events
City Council
2nd & 4th Tuesdays except July,
November and December
April 10 & 24 @ 6:00PM

Planning Commission
2nd & 4th Wednesdays except July,
November and December
Wednesday, April 11 & 25 @ 6:00PM

Justice Court
From 4:00PM - 6:00PM
Every Monday, except holidays
Mayor’s Town Hall,
First Saturday of each month)
May 5 from 8:00AM to 10:00AM
Topic - City Budget for 2019
fiscal year

Contact Information
Providence City Offices
164 North Gateway Drive
(435) 752-9441

The Mayor’s Memo
There are always lots of things going on at the
City, and WE try to do everything we can to keep
our residents informed and offer multiple
opportunities to connect. See Skarlet’s comments
on how to keep current on issues the Council and
Commissions are working on, top of page 2.
You should know that some cities in Cache Valley
restrict public comment unless required to do so by
state law such as when doing it, “by the book”
requires a public hearing. We invite public
comment at the beginning of all meetings; council,
planning, historic commission. We invite public

comment when individual agenda items are discussed
(most cities do not do this at all), and we have the
monthly town halls.
There was an article about public comment in the
Herald Journal several weeks ago. The reporter
noted that one city said they don’t like public
comment because someone may ask a question they
don’t know the answer to, and prefer an email or a
phone call (goes to voice mail) as their means of
being open to public comment.
As always, WE welcome and seek out differing
viewpoints from all residents.

—John Drew, Mayor

Roundabout Roulette on 100 North and Gateway Drive
I have been alerted by some concerned citizens and sheriff ’s deputies that there have been near misses and
accidents at the roundabout on 100 North and Gateway. Apparently, some drivers have taken to changing
lanes while traversing the roundabout. The vehicle code considers a roundabout no different than an
intersection where it is illegal to change lanes. Drivers who do are subject to a citation.
If you are not clear about how to drive in a roundabout, there are a number of YouTube videos. Here is
one: www.youtube.com/watch?v=MywmtskFiiI
Ours is the only two-lane roundabout in Cache Valley due to the volume of traffic during peak travel hours.
The roundabout in North Logan at 1800 North is two-lane one way, one-lane the other.
Please observe the no-lane-change rule while traveling in the roundabout and stay safe.
— Rob Stapley, Public Works Director

Simplify Life With Online Bill Pay
Many of our residents have used our on line bill pay to simplify things and eliminate paper. On vacation no worries, out of stamps - problem solved. Simply go to providencecity.com under Residents and select the
last choice on the pull-down menu, Online Bill Pay and you can pay your utility bill any time of day or night.
To really be worry-free, set up autopay and you’ll never miss a payment. Give it a try.
—Beth Munson, City Treasurer

** After-Hours Emergencies * *
Fire or police emergencies - 911
Animal control 435-753-7555
City related issues 752-9441; after
hours message will have an on-call
number to call a city employee who
will respond.

Direct line to the Mayor
(435) 760-8989 cell
johnd@providence.utah.gov

Providence Pipeline Community Alert System Signup Winners
Three winners in February won $50 each; another drawing for those who sign up in April
Congratulations to Natalie Mortensen, Blake Hadfield, and Bret Tanner. Their names were randomly
selected from those that signed up for the Pipeline during February.
We would like to increase the number of residents connected and are willing to up the ante to make this
happen. We will have a drawing at the end of the month April for three $Fifty$ gift certificates for those
who sign up. The May newsletter will announce the winners.

-- John Drew, Mayor
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City Administration
Would you like to keep current on issues the Council and Commissions working on?
You can keep up with the Council, Planning and Historic Commissions agendas and actions by visiting our website.
Agendas and agenda information are posted in the Calendar on the bottom of the Home Page http://
www.providencecity.com/
You can also find the agendas, agenda information, and minutes on our website:
• City Council http://www.providencecity.com/city-council.htm
• Planning Commission http://www.providencecity.com/planning-commission.htm
• Historic Preservation Commission http://www.providencecity.com/historical-preservation.htm
Skarlet Bankhead
Administrative Services Director

• Mayor’s Town Hall http://www.providencecity.com/information-for-the-monthly-mayors-town-hall-meetings.htm
While you are visiting our website, please remember to sign up for the City’s notification system, the Providence
Pipeline. You will find the link in the left column of our Home Page.
Thomas Edison Charter School
Thomas Edison Charter School South has spaces in kindergarten available for the upcoming 2018-19 school year.
There are also limited spaces available in grades 1st – 8th. For more information, please contact Thomas Edison
Charter School 435-752-0123, or visit www.thomased.org.

Providence City Cemetery
Did you know the Providence City Cemetery is on City owned property surrounded by River Heights? It is on River
Heights Boulevard and 1000 East across the street to the west from Zollinger Tree Farm.
Friendly reminders from the cemetery staff:
• Holiday decorations should be removed 7 days following the holiday they were placed to celebrate.
• Floral pieces & their containers will be removed and disposed of without notice when deemed by city staff that
they have become unsightly or a safety hazard. Floral pieces are also removed and disposed of from grave sites 7
days after interment/burial. Also floral pieces will be removed and disposed of 7 days following Memorial Day.
• Remember there is no landscaping by private individuals allowed at the cemetery. Please only place 1 shepherd's
crook per head stone.
• Please remove the items you placed at the appropriate time to avoid disposal of something you wanted saved.
Shane Hansen
Cemetery Sexton, Property
Maintenance Supervisor

Thanks for your help,

City Recreation
Our recreation department is accepting applications for Seasonal Umpires and Scorekeepers for this upcoming
baseball/softball season. Stop by the city office to pick up an application. Firehouse Pizzaria will be running our
snack stand for the upcoming season and will be open for all games throughout the spring and summer. Please make
sure to help the city by supporting them with the occasional burger, hot dog or yes even a personal pizza.
Softball/Baseball Alert - Signups close on April 13.
Youth Baseball Registration (Cache Valley Baseball League) for youth ages 5 - 14
Youth Softball Registration for youth ages 7 - 14
Register online at providence.sportsiteslabs.com/player or at the Providence City Office, 164 North Gateway Drive
(M-F 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). Please visit our website www.providencecity.com for more information.
Sheyler Gunnell
City Recreation Director

Fun in the Sun Registration, a favorite of children ages 4 - 11. Participants enjoy games, crafts, stories, songs,
education activities & field trips. Registration: 04/2/2018 - 05/11/2018

Pickleball Clinics Registration. Registration: 04/2/2018 - 05/11/2018
Tennis Clinics Registration TBA
Please visit our website www.providencecity.com for more information.
—Sheyler Gunnell, Recrea>on Director
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Life Cycle Residential Zone

A Land Use Zone Designed by Providence City for Providence
Over the past year, Providence City staff has been working on adding
another permitted land use zone to our ordinances. Here is some
background and information on this project.
Anticipating the City’s Needs is Our Job
It is the job of city government to plan well in advance for anticipated
infrastructure needs. City staff must make an effort to stay on top of
proposed legislation, anticipated population growth, housing market
trends, land uses, and tax sources. It is a never-ending task that
requires much study and a broad range of input sources to adequately
plan and have ordinances in place.
We want to make sure we control development rather than development
control us. We want to be proactive rather than re-active. We want to
have well thought out requirements rather than having developers tell us
how they are going to do it. We are not suggesting or proposing that any
property be rezoned. We are adding another tool for developers to
choose from.
Trends in Residential Real Estate
We have watched the supply of available housing shrink over the past 5
years. As of this writing, there were 196 home available for sale on the
board of realtors listing. In a “normal” year, there are 700 to 1000
homes on the multiple listing. This isn’t just about “affordable” housing.
It’s about “available” homes as well.
The recent selling prices of homes has continued to grow. Over the past
5 years, the price per square foot has gone up from $72 to $111, a 55
percent increase. What is the impact on housing prices and affordability?
Have paychecks kept up with the rising costs of housing? Yours
probably has not.
Land owners have waited for decades for higher prices. We have seen
prices per acre for raw, undeveloped, unimproved land go from $25,000
to 35, 45, 55, and now in some cases $70,000 over the past 5 years. We
have heard some are holding out for $100,000 an acre. Clearly, the era of
inexpensive buildable land is gone.
At the same time, Envision Cache Valley and Envision Utah tells us they
expect Cache Valley to double by the year 2050 or sooner. Meanwhile,
generational preferences of millennial versus baby boomers is toward
smaller lots, more convenience.
A recent study on housing trends paints a stark picture of how serious
the housing situation is in Utah. The Gardner Policy Institute of The
University of Utah, March 2018 study, Housing Prices and the Threat to
Affordability http://gardner.utah.edu/wp-content/uploads/
HousingBrief.pdf
The Life Cycle Zone Concept
For the past year, our planning commission and City staff has been
working on updating our general plan which is the genesis of our City
ordinances. Much of this Life Cycle ordinance has been driven by and closely
considers objectives stated in the general plan.
By our definition, a Life Cycle zone is master planned community with
a mix of single family and multi-family structures that blend in with
surrounding neighborhoods, includes open spaces, park space, walking
paths. The maximum of one style of housing would be 50%. Purchase a
starter home (townhouse); as family grows and more space is needed,
purchase a traditional single-family home. You, your kids and grandkids
could (in theory) all live in the same neighborhood.
Minimums and Maximums
The Life Cycle zoning ordinance includes minimums and maximums;
lot size, number of dwelling units per acre, dwelling sizes, lot widths,

setbacks, structure heights, parking, and green space. It also requires the
developer submit a phasing plan that will be incorporated in to a Master
Development Agreement which is binding on the land regardless of
who owns the property.
´Why a separate life cycle zone?
• Control design of the neighborhood
• Encourage green space
• Encourage character compatible with surrounding neighborhoods
• Provide for changes in housing preference by younger demographic
• Promote affordable housing option
• Efficient land use

What have residents said about housing trends, and the Life Cycle concept?
“If we had to buy the house we live in today, we could not afford it.”
“We love Providence and we’d love to see our kids live here too. When
will we see new development that our kids and grandkids can afford?”
“I’m part of the problem; I have 4 kids and 15 grandkids. They need a
place to live. We’d like to see them here in Providence.”
“By only allowing single family traditional homes, we are pricing our
children out of the housing market.”
“Higher density housing creates high crime areas.”
“Townhouse developments are run down after five years and property is
poorly maintained.”
“We will see broken down cars and trash.”
“Nothing but renters and transients”
“Not in my neighborhood”
Reality
Providence has almost 200 townhomes that by design blend in to
traditional residential neighborhoods.
• Most are occupied by young couples or families and many with a

college education and a dual household income.

• We do not experience more police calls in these areas.
• Properties are professionally maintained.
• Housing $$ dollars compete with other rising family costs.

Residents buying these homes are our children, neighbors and friends.
Affordability
Housing affordability is closely linked to household income. Since 1991
the increase in housing prices in Utah has ranked fourth highest in the
U.S. (see U of U Study referenced above).
Using $62,000 as the median household income in Cache Valley;
assuming 30% housing expense = $18,000/year or more than $1500/
month. Using a lower median income shows an even more serious
affordability problem.
Including principal, interest (4.5%), taxes (.01191 rate) and insurance for
a 30 year loan = $230,000 purchase price. The most recent median
selling price of a home was $229,000.
This isn’t just about affordable homes. It’s about available homes as
well.

—John Drew, Mayor
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National Service Recognition Day

Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation

Proclamation 2018

Providence City’s Greatest Asset is Our Children
Now and for the Future

WHEREAS, service to others is a hallmark of the American
character, and central to how we meet our challenges; and
WHEREAS, the nation's counties and cities are increasingly
turning to national service and volunteerism as a cost-effective
strategy to meet their needs; and
WHEREAS, AmeriCorps and Senior Corps participants address
the most pressing challenges facing our communities, from
educating students for the jobs of the 21st century, to fighting the
opioid epidemic, to responding to natural disasters, to
supporting veterans and military families; and
WHEREAS, national service expands economic opportunity by
creating more sustainable, resilient communities and providing
education, career skills, and leadership abilities for those who
serve; and
WHEREAS, AmeriCorps and Senior Corps participants serve in
more than 50,000 locations across the country, bolstering the
civic, neighborhood, and faith-based organizations that are so
vital to our economic and social well-being; and
WHEREAS, national service participants increase the impact of
the organizations they serve, both through their direct service
and by managing millions of additional volunteers; and
WHEREAS, national service represents a unique public-private
partnership that invests in community solutions and leverages
non-federal resources to strengthen community impact and
increase the return on taxpayer dollars; and
WHEREAS, national service participants demonstrate
commitment, dedication, and patriotism by making an intensive
commitment to service, a commitment that remains with them
in their future endeavors; and
WHEREAS, the Corporation for National and Community
Service shares a priority with local leaders nationwide to engage
citizens, improve lives, and strengthen communities; and is
joining with the National League of Cities, the National
Association of Counties, Cities of Service, and local leaders
across the country for National Service Recognition Day on
April 10, 2018.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that 1, John Drew, Mayor
of Providence, do hereby proclaim April 10, 2018, as National
Service Recognition Day, and encourage residents to recognize
the positive impact of national service in our city; to thank those
who serve; and to find ways to give back to their communities.

John Drew, Providence City Mayor
National Service Recognition Day on Tuesday, April 10
hosted by the Public & School Partnership, The Cache Valley
National Service Alliance & in collaboration with local mayors
and officials @ Historic Cache County Courthouse, 199 N
Main St, Logan UT, 3:00PM to 4:30PM. RSVP Elisa Martinez
at (435) 797-0633

WHEREAS; ALL CHILDREN deserve to grow up in a safe and nurturing
environment to ensure they reach their full potential.
WHEREAS; CHILD ABUSE is a serious and growing problem affecting
millions of our nation's children and thousands of children in Utah annually;
and,
WHEREAS; CHILD ABUSE respects no racial, religious, class or
geographic boundaries; and,
WHEREAS; IT IS IMPORTANT for all citizens of Providence to become
more aware of child abuse and the critical need for prevention within their
respective neighborhoods and community; and,
WHEREAS; DECREASING the occurrence of child abuse relies upon the
efforts of every individual in order to make a positive, substantial impact upon
the children of today, who will become the leaders of tomorrow;
WHEREAS; ALL CHILDREN deserve to receive an education in an
environment where they are safe and supported, and where they can learn and
thrive;
THEREFORE; we, the Providence City Council, do hereby proclaim April
2018 as Child Abuse Prevention Month. We support child abuse prevention
efforts and education and encourage all citizens to actively help protect our
children and work to create strong families within this community.

John Drew, Providence City Mayor

Proclamation
In recognition and support of Sexual Assault Awareness Month

WHEREAS, In Utah, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 7 men will experience intimate
partner violence in their lifetime. Compared to the nation, it is estimated that
Utah has higher rates of sexual assault. In recognizing that domestic violence is
a prominent and pervasive issue, we, the City of Providence, understand the
necessity of providing services, supporting, and believing survivors of sexual
assault. We also recognize the dire need for prevention efforts directed towards
ceasing the occurrence of sexual assault. We, the City of Providence, most
importantly know that we can increase the quality and togetherness of our
community by creating an environment where sexual assault is unacceptable.
We hereby pledge to Start By Believing and show our unwavering support to
survivors of sexual assault
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that I, John Drew, Mayor of Providence
Utah, do hereby proclaim the month of April in 2018 to be Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. In recognition and support of Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, CAPSA and survivors of sexual assault, the City of Providence hereby
officially recognizes April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
Together, we are capable of making a difference in the lives of many. This
April, start by believing. Start by standing against sexual assault. The City of
Providence does.
Signed this 1st day of April, 2018

John Drew, Providence City Mayor

4

