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The Mayor’s Memo 
Sorry for the delay in getting the newsletter out 
this month. I thought I had gotten poison ivy after 
a weekend gardening in the yard, but when the 
rash got worse I went to the doctor the next day. 
He immediately knew it was shingles. It is the 
same virus as the chicken pox, but when you get it 
as an adult it really knocks you for a loop; 2 - 4 
weeks for recovery. 

Interested in High-Speed, High-Bandwidth Fiber 
Internet Connection at Home? 
Last year, the city council began looking in to a 
project to bring high-speed fiber optic service to 
Providence. Initially, we met with UTOPIA 
representatives. UTOPIA started in Utah about 15 
years ago and struggled to stay afloat. You may 
recall the news stories. At the time, the demand 
was much lower than today. 

A survey was conducted last fall of  Providence 
residents. Of  352 respondents, 94% said they 
would be supportive of  the city pursuing 
additional broadband options for the city, and 
90% said they would support a subscriber-only 
paid fiber-to-home network. 

Now with the Coronavirus emergency and more 
people sheltering at home, the nationwide demand 

for internet service has skyrocketed by 47%. 

Many companies have made the move to have as 
many employees work from home as possible. 
Companies are gladly furnishing equipment to 
make tele-commuting a workable option.  

More people are shopping from home. Many 
traditional retail commercial businesses are 
experiencing significant slowdowns in sales 
volume, and others have closed their doors. 

More entertainment is sought with a home 
connection than out-on-the-town theaters; Netflix, 
Prime, Hulu, Disney, etc.  

The demand on cable company bandwidth has 
caused data downloads to be delayed and 
interrupted.  

See the article on page 3. 

WE WILL BE HOSTING A VIDEO/VIRTUAL 
TOWN HALL DISCUSSION ON FIBER 

TUESDAY JULY 14 AT 6:00PM  

THIS WILL NOT BE IN PERSON 

By ZOOM VIDEO LINK ON CITY WEBSITE 
HOME PAGE 

John Drew, Providence City Mayor 

Upcoming Events 

City Council 

3rd Wednesday 

July 15th @ 6:00PM 

Planning Commission 

4th Wednesday  

July 22th @ 6:00PM 

Justice Court 

From 4:00PM - 6:00PM 

Every Monday, except holidays 

Open court hearings have been 
suspended until further notice. Check 

with the court clerk for questions. 

Contact 
Information 

Providence City Offices 

164 North Gateway Drive 

(435) 752-9441 

 ** After-Hours Emergencies * *   

Fire or police emergencies - 911 
Animal control 435-753-7555 

(Cache County non-emergency 
dispatch) 

City related issues 752-9441; after 
hours message will have an on-call 
number to call a city employee who 

will respond.  

Direct line to the Mayor 
(435) 760-8989 cell 

johnd@providence.utah.gov  

PROVIDENCE CITY NEWSLETTER 

Providence Historic Preservation Commission 

The Providence Perseveration Commission has completed a project with the help of  the History 
Department at Utah State University. USU completed the research and compiled this information into a 
digital exhibit with information collected regarding the Utah-Idaho Central Railroad. We are pleased to 
inform you that the digital exhibit  The Utah-Idaho Central Railroad: Northern Utah’s Interurban 
Experience  is complete and published live on Utah State University’s online collection of  digital exhibits. 
You can view the exhibit through the hyperlink on the above text or by using the following URL: http://
exhibits.usu.edu/show/uicrailroad. 

The Historic Perseveration Commission is pleased with the results of  the project. We would like to thank 
Dr. Rebecca Anderson and Brad Duncan of  the USU History Department for the help and the research that 
they provided this project.    

—	Howard	Christenson,	Wes	Bi3ers,	Pat	Perry,	Gail	Trobridge,	Sharon	Johnson	

	 	 	 	 	 Providence	Historic	Persevera?on	Commission	

Save The Dates
City Celebration, September 18 and 19 

More information in the August Newsletter, also Page 4
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City Office Administration 
We are accepting registrations for the following programs. However, 
if  it becomes necessary to cancel a program, we will issue refunds. 
Please visit our website for updates, www.providencecity.com. To 
register for our recreation activities visit www.sportsites.com/player. 

Kickball 

Adult Co-Ed Kickball – registration now through July 17, games are 
scheduled to begin in August. Come and be part of  our first season 
of  adult kickball. This program is for adults and youth age 16-years 
and older. It’s a great way to improve your fitness, meet new people, 
and have fun. Games will be played on our Uptown Park softball 
field. 

Children’s Kickball – registration now through July 17, games are 
scheduled to begin in August 

Kickball is a great program that gives children, ages 3 to 6 years old, 
an opportunity to strengthen both physical and social skills in a 
noncompetitive atmosphere. Teamwork and sportsmanship are 
encouraged and expected from players, parents, and coaches. The 
game of  kickball is similar to baseball, a large ball is rolled toward 
home plate and kicked instead of  being thrown and hit. Game 
duration will last 20 – 30 minutes and no official scorekeepers or 
umpires will be present. Games will be played during August at the 
Zollinger Park T-Ball/Kickball Field. 

Flag Football  

Registration now to August 21, 2019. Age Groups: 1st and 2nd 
Grades, 3rd and 4th Grades, 5th – 7th Grades 

Youth Flag Football is a version of  American Football where the 
basic rules of  the game are similar to the mainstream game, but 
instead of  tackling players to the ground, the defensive team must 
remove a flag or flag belt from the ball carrier to end a down. 

As you visit our recreation facilities and participate in our programs, 
please remember to practice the appropriate social distancing 
guidelines. Also, please help us keep our parks clean and user friendly 
by putting your trash in the trash cans.  

Save the Dates: September 18 & 19 2020 

Celebrate Providence and Her People, at our annual celebration. We 
have a great committee planning a fun-filled celebration. We will 
update our webpage (http://providencecity.com/
oktoberkraut-celebrate-providence/) as details are confirmed. 

			—	Skarlet	Bankhead,	Administra?ve	Services	Administrator	

City Manager 
Providence City Council, Staff, and public are working on several 
items.  We have completed and passed the budget for the coming year 
(FY 2021) that can be accessed on the city website.  This will be the 
first time Providence City will quality and apply for the Government 
Financial Officer Association's (GFOA) Distinguished Budget award. 
We appreciate the public input, and all the help and input we 
received and are looking forward for the year ahead.  

Salary Survey 

We have completed a salary survey for both staff  and council that can 
be accessed on the city website inside of  our budget book,  this was 
approved as part of  the budget.   

Transportation Master Plan 

We have begun working on our Transportation Master Plan, CRS 
Engineers will be working on this, more details will be coming soon.   

100 South Widening Project 

After a Request for Proposal (RFP) process that included evaluating 
multiple proposals we selected CRS Engineer to do the engineering 
and design work on our 100 South project more details will be 
coming soon.   

Parks, Trails and Recreation Master Plan 

We have received several responses to our RFP, and are in the process 
of  selecting a firm to do our Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master 
Plan more details will be available on the city website in the coming 
months.   

Sewer System Master Plan 

In addition, we are working to secure some grant funding to work on 
our Sewer Master Plan, we hope to have that worked out sometime 
in August, and should follow that later in the year by a Cemetery 
Master Plan.   

We hope you will take the time over the coming months to give us 
your input into each of  the master plans so that we can plan and 
proceed to build Providence to be the community you want it to be.    

			—	Ryan	Snow,	City	Manager

Summer street maintenance has begun and there will be several streets  
that will be receiving an overlay treatment. Notification will be given 
by the contractor to those residents in the affected areas. There will 
also be information on the city website. Please use caution and follow 
all road closures and detour signs. 

When we have firm dates on summer road maintenance, we will let 
you know. Crack seal will begin near the end of  July. Chip seal and 
Ha5 treatments will begin the first part of  August. Striping will take 
place as soon as all of  the road work has been completed. 

Please remember to have your water meter lid exposed at all times for 
our meter readers and emergency access. 

Thank you for your patience during the summer construction and we 
hope that you continue to have an enjoyable summer. 

—	Rob	Stapley,	Public	Works	Director

Public Works 
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Is there Fiber in our Future?
Introduction
The Providence City Council is considering developing a network of  
fiber optic trunk lines throughout the City to provide gigabit-speed 
internet service (and higher available) for the entire city. Currently, the 
majority of  the city (approximately 93%) connects through Comcast/
Xfinity, cable or by Centurylink DSL. 

Why Fiber?
The volume of  data usage continues to increase exponentially in the 
US; since  the COVID-19 emergency, 47 percent. 

• Unprecedented educational changes are being made in response to 
the global virus pandemic; more remote, “distance” learning.  

• The use of  video communications for work, family and friends, 
entertainment and social media has increased dramatically. 

• Telemedicine has recently been widely accepted; you consult with 
your doctor by video 

• Studies suggest the average home will require gigabit speeds by 
2030 due to continuing advances in technology. 

• One Hundred percent (100%) of  users can simultaneously utilize 
their connections without degrading speed or quality 

• 5G networks will require a fiber/gigabit connection if  we expect Providence 
to have such service 

• The owner of  the fiber infrastructure can charge the 5G provider for 
connection (approximately a connection for each block) 

• The average home value increases with the availability of  fiber. 

Why not wait until the cable companies build out the city?
Rather than the City taking this on, why not Comcast, Centurylink or 
other companies?  

• The cable companies have been installing fiber in commercial areas 
where there is higher revenue. Insiders tell us that they have no 
intent in bringing fiber to residential areas in the near future. It may 
be 20 years until fiber arrives.  

• We have a surprising number of  home based businesses in 
Providence (229, 10% of  the number of  households), many would 
benefit from higher, more reliable speeds and service and attract hi-
tech businesses. 

• We would eventually be considered backwoods, non-competitive 
and less desirable area to live if  not built out in the near future. 

• How many companies would be digging in our streets and yards to 
install their fiber infrastructure? 

What Options are Being Considered?
The Council is looking at three options to develop and operate a city-
wide network. A feasibility study was commissioned and was recently 
completed by Zions Public Finance. The results of  the study were 
presented to the council on June 17. You can view a link to the 
presentation on the Council Agenda and Minutes page of  the City 
website.  

*Here is a synopsis of  the three options being considered* 

UTOPIA Model
In the UTOPIA model, the company builds the infrastructure and 
operates the system, and the city pays for but does not own the 
infrastructure.  

The “take rate” or number of  residential customers must reach a 
“break even” point or the city is on the hook for the difference. Any 
profit made is retained by UTOPIA. Most of  the profit goes to pay 
down lingering debt obligations from the early era of  the company. 
UTOPIA currently serves 26,000 active subscribers. 

There are two UTOPIA charges; one for the connection, and another  
paid to an Internet Service Provider (ISP) that offer basic internet, TV 
and beyond (think HBO and others) and phone service. This would 
provide internet speed and options way beyond what is available today. 
https://www.utopiafiber.com  

Utility/Light Hub Model
The “utility” model is being planned by the City of  American Fork 
and is called Light Hub. Other cities operating a similar model include 
Sandy, Spanish Fork and Ammon, ID. This model is operated like a 
utility where all residences are connected and charged a flat amount 
for a 10 megabit connection (relatively slow), with a minimal fee on 
their monthly bill. This allows basic email and web browser 
connection, but limited upload and download speeds. 

The City of  American Fork has this model in the planning stage and 
have been looking for other cities to partner with. Light Hub would 
operate and service the system as an American Fork utility operating 
the network and providing service to other cities. https://
lighthubfiber.com  

It is possible that Providence City could establish this model with all 
residences connected and the flat monthly fee, and replicate the 
American Fork /Lighthub model. But every residence would be 
connected and charged the basic fee. 

Strata Model
The city owns and operates the system. We can contract out network 
monitoring, customer service and local field service. We can structure 
the fiber business model to that which best suits our city depending on 
the “take rate.” We can construct trunk lines for every street; and 
either connect every residence at a flat fee or only those interested in 
being subscribers. 

We keep any profit. Excess of  revenue over costs could be used to pay 
down debt early, or  fund network expansion or fund other city 
projects.  https://www.stratanetworks.com 

How Would this Impact Residents?
Buildout - in three phases with commercial areas first beginning in 
spring of  2021 and take less than two years 

Cost to Consumer - depending on the model, but will be better quality of  
service and speed at a lower cost under any of  the options 

City Staff  Oversight - Ryan Snow, our City Manager served in the same 
capacity when his former employer, the City of  Roosevelt, Utah  
(population 7,000) where Strata installed and operated their fiber 
network. 

All models, the city is liable for the cost to build the infrastructure, but 
with UTOPIA does not own, and we could not terminate the contract. 

We are planing a town hall citizen forum to discuss on Tuesday, July 
14 at 6:00PM. The Town Hall will be conducted BY VIDEO (not in 
person) with a ZOOM connection. See the front page of  the city 
website for a link to the connection. 

John Drew, Mayor
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Celebrate Providence and Her People 
Save the Dates 

Friday and Saturday, September 18 and 19, 2020 

We will have:

• Friday night “Movie in the Park”

• 2 Parades

• Car Show

• Little Darlings Princess Contest

• Carnival games

• Kids Games

• Fun Run

• Food and other Vendors

• Sports challenges and competitions with prizes galore

• Vendors of  all types

• Bands to provide awesome music. “Bleach Blondes” on Friday night 
and “Down Yonder” on Saturday

• Opportunities for businesses to sponsor games and events.

Please plan to join us in September for a fun family celebration of  
Providence and her people.

Contact Providence City (435-752-9441) if  you would like to participate 
in one of  the many events, sponsor or volunteer to help with any of  the 
events listed above. 

MORE INFORMATION IN THE AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

—	Kathleen	Alder,	Planning	Commission	Chair

Fireworks Closed Area 
Beginning at approximately 450 North 300 East, all properties 
located within Providence City boundaries north of  450 North and 
east of  300 East continuing south to 100 South, all properties located 
within Providence City boundaries south of  100 South and east of  
Main Street continuing south to 500 South, all properties located 
within Providence City boundaries south of  500 South, continuing 
west to Meadow Lane, all properties located within Providence City 
boundaries west of  Meadow Lane, continuing north to 300 South, 
then all properties located within Providence City boundaries west of  
Garden Drive continuing north to Golf  Course Rd, all properties 
located within Providence City boundaries north of  Golf  Course 
Road, continuing east to 100 West, all properties located within 
Providence City boundaries west of  100 West continuing north to 
Spring Creek Parkway, all properties located within Providence City 
boundaries north of  Spring Creek Parkway continuing east to 
approximately 450 North 300 East.  

• Any mountainous, brush-covered, or forested areas not defined above 

• Any undeveloped wild land, or land being used for agricultural purposes 

Here is a link to the Fireworks Restriction Map: http://
providencecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Fireworks-
Restriction-Map-2020.pdf   

—Skarlet	Bankhead,	Administra?ve	Services	Director	
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