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The Mayor’s Memo 

Pickball Plans 

We have $180,000 in the 2022 budget for plans to 
construct 5 pickleball courts in Braegger, Cattle 
Coral, Meadowridge and Hillcrest Parks. Part of  
the budget money included $150,000 in RAPZ 
grant funds. We posted public notices requesting 
construction bids and received only one. The one 
bid was for over $600,000 for 5 courts. Clearly, 
there is a shortage of  available contractors. 

We are looking at other options including 
revising construction specifications and 
constructing the courts in house. Needless to say, 
we will not see new courts this year, and the 
most optimistic forecast is for spring of  2022. 

Land Use Activity 

Our land use staff  continues to be very busy with 
petitions from property owners for annexations, 
and rezones, development plans and building 
permits. Last month the council approved 
annexation and zoning for 10 parcels on the west 
side of  Highway 165 near 1700 South. 

The council also approved 2 rezones from 
agricultural to SFT (Single Family Traditional) 
in the southern part of  the city. The council 
heard resident concerns and worked with the 
property owners whose applications requested 
higher densities than what was approved. 

State Water Engineer Approval 

The state water engineer has recently approved a 

petition from the City and Spring Creek Water 
Company to allow the city to use some of  its 
shares in our culinary water system.  

Using these shares allow the city to take 
additional water from Broad Hollow Springs up 
the canyon. This spring water from the canyon is 
gravity fed and thus will reduce the volume of  
water needed to be pumped from the city’s three 
wells, resulting in a substantial reduction in 
electrical consumption.  

Beginning next year, the user schedule prepared 
by the Spring Creek water master will include 
taking water represented by city owned shares.  

Also, pending litigation involving the two parties 
has been cancelled. 

New Water Storage Tank 

The new 1.5 million gallon storage tank that will 
supplement our culinary water system to 
accommodate anticipated growth has been under 
construction since May. This construction project 
is using a huge amount of  concrete; about 90 
cement truck loads. 

We expect it to be completed and operational by 
November. 

Sewer Infiltration 

Just to let you know, the public works staff  
appreciate residents that have checked their sewer 
cleanouts and sump pump discharge to avoid 
infiltration in  to our sewer system. 

— John Drew, Providence City Mayor 

Upcoming Events 

City Council 

3rd Wednesday 

September 15 @ 6:00PM 

Planning Commission 

2nd Wednesday 

September 8th @ 6:00PM 

Justice Court 

From 4:00PM - 6:00PM 

Every Monday, except holidays 

Contact Information 

Providence City Offices 

164 North Gateway Drive 

(435) 752-9441 

 ** A"er-Hours	Emergencies * *   

Fire or police emergencies - 911; Animal 

control 435-753-7555 (Non-emergency 

dispatch) 

City related issues 752-9441; after hours 

message will have an on-call number to 

call a city employee.  

Providence Pipeline 

To sign up for notices by text or email 

(chose from):  City Events and 

Announcements, City Newsletter Digital 

Edition, City Surveys, Public Works, 

Recreation Activities, Urgent Notifications, 

Businesses (Commercial), Businesses (Home 

Business),  Fiber Info Updates, Public 

Hearing Notices  	h#ps://

app.pigeonsms.com/subscrip4on/4/

new 

Direct line to the Mayor 

(435) 760-8989 cell 

johnd@providence.utah.gov		

Link to Subscribe to Public 
Notices 

h#ps://www.utah.gov/pmn/	

(Website for all Utah jurisdictions) 

Providence City Newsletter

Mark	your	Calendar	

Concert in the Park; 6:30 PM – Saturday, Sep 18: Bleached Blonds, Zo"inger Park

Election Update 

Ballots. The County Clerk tells us that ballots will be mailed on Monday, October 11 and should be 

received the following day. 

Candidates. We are making plans to sponsor a Meet the Candidates Night shortly after ballots have 

been received. The event will likely be at Spring Creek Middle School or Providence Elementary. We 
will have a moderator conduct the event with questions submitted from the audience. 

Referendum. There will be one argument for, and one against included with your ballot. 

Elec9on	Day. The official election day is Tuesday, November 2nd. Ballots must have been received or 

postmarked by that date. 

—	Tyler	Cameron,	City	Recorder	

https://app.pigeonsms.com/subscription/4/new
https://app.pigeonsms.com/subscription/4/new
https://app.pigeonsms.com/subscription/4/new
mailto:johnd@providence.utah.gov
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/
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City Recreation & Events 

Recrea9on	Fun	

Thank you! Thanks to everyone that helped with, participated in, 
and supported our spring and summer recreation activities: 100-
mile club, baseball, exercise club, Fun-in-the-Sun, kickball, 
pickleball, softball, and Wiffle ball. We look forward to seeing you 
next year. Please visit http://providencecity.com/ for more 
information. 

Flag	Football:	

Providence Recreation Flag Football is designed to give youth in 
Grades 1 – 6 an opportunity to strengthen both physical and social 
skills in a noncompetitive atmosphere. Games start September 7. 
For more information visit: http://providencecity.com/flag-
football/  

Concerts	in	the	Park	Summer	2021		

6:30 PM – Saturday, Sep 18: Bleached Blonds, Zollinger Park 

The Bleached Blondes Band are five women (Karen Campbell, 

Kathi Bishoff, Heather Overly, Jan Richins, and Jackie Freeman) 
who satisfy their music cravings by jamming together. They enjoy 
performing various styles including pop, rock, country, blues, 
ballads, and timeless oldies.  

Sweet Rides & Sauerkraut Car Show & Concert – October 9, 2021 

De Novo are Chad Woolley, Tracy Cowdell, James Greenlaw, Craig 

Howe, Scott Hunter and Sandy Jensen, a corporate and family-friendly 
cover band. Song list includes, All Along the Watchtower - Jimi Hendricks, 
Behind Blue Eyes - The Who, Crazy Little Thing Called Love - Queen, Every 
Rose has its Thorn - Poison, Ring of  Fire - Johnny Cash, It Must be Love - 
Alan Jackson and many more! 

City Code 

Retaining	Walls		

We often get questions about retaining walls. Here are three of  the most 
common questions. 

Do I need zoning clearance and a building permit for a retaining wall? 

• Generally, if  the wall is less than 3-ft in height, you do not need 
zoning clearance or a permit. 

• Walls 3-ft and higher require a zoning clearance, and walls 4-ft and 
higher also require a building permit and may require engineering. 

How do I measure the wall height? 

• The height is the vertical distance measured from the highest point of  
the wall to a point representative of  the average finished grade of  the 
land around the perimeter of  the wall. If  a fence is constructed on the 
top of  a wall, height shall be counted from the ground at the bottom 
of  the wall to the top of  the fence. 

I think my neighbor’s wall is on my property. Can the City help?  

• The City does not have authority to determine the property lines 
between neighbors. A licensed surveyor can determine property lines. 

For more information regarding retaining walls, visit https://
p r o v i d e n c e . m u n i c i p a l c o d e o n l i n e . c o m / b o o k ?
type=ordinances#name=Chapter_10-8_Area_Regulations 

If  you are combining a retaining wall with a fence, please review our 
fence regulations: 

h t t p s : / / p r o v i d e n c e . m u n i c i p a l c o d e o n l i n e . c o m / b o o k ?
type=ordinances#name=Chapter_5-4_Fence_Regulations 

—	Skarlet	Bankhead,	Administra9ve	Services	Director	

Fiber Update  

We continue to have good news on our fiber project. 

We now have 7 Internet Service Providers (ISPs) under contract and 
may have a total of  10. More options, more competition, better service 
for Providence residents. 

Construction is on schedule and on budget. The crew is currently 
installing and cabling the electronics hut by the city public works 
facility. We expect the first fiber connection to be in October to a 
residence in the historic part of  Providence.  

We are bringing fiber to our Cemetery. We will be planning some type 
of  on-site capability to enable visitors to locate loved ones. 

For answers to fiber questions you can visit providencecity.com/fiber or 
call (435) 622-0101. 

—	Ryan	Snow,	City	Manager	

http://providencecity.com/
https://providence.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances%22%20%5Cl%20%22name=Chapter_10-8_Area_Regulations
https://providence.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances%22%20%5Cl%20%22name=Chapter_10-8_Area_Regulations
https://providence.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances%22%20%5Cl%20%22name=Chapter_10-8_Area_Regulations
https://providence.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances%22%20%5Cl%20%22name=Chapter_5-4_Fence_Regulations
https://providence.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances%22%20%5Cl%20%22name=Chapter_5-4_Fence_Regulations
http://providencecity.com/fiber
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City Master Plans / Culinary Water Line Replacement

City	Master	Plans	Complete	&	In	Process	

Master plans are designed to help the city move from a reactive to a 
proactive environment. With a Master plan, the city plans out the next 
20 to 50 years with much more specific direction in the 5-year horizon. 
While master plans are not set in stone and can be changed by the 
council, they are set guidance and direction. Plans are adopted by the 
council after a great deal of  professional work (often done by an 
engineering firm), public involvement, staff  suggestions, and council 
approval.  

Master Plans, along with the annual budget, are one of  the primary 
ways the council, our elected governing body of  the city, give direction 
to the staff. The master plans are ways for the council to measure the 
success of  the staff  in doing the job that is set out by the council.  

General	Plan

The General Plan includes a 30,000-foot view with vision, mission, 
key initiatives, goals, and objectives.  Once adopted by the council the 
staff  work to incorporate the general plan into each subsequent master 
plan.  We work to keep the vision and mission in mind as we  
accomplish the key initiatives. It took the city 3 years to complete the 
latest general plan. An additional portion of  the General Plan is the 
zoning. Whenever a development wants to vary from the general plan, 
they must come back to the Planning Commission and/or the City 
Council for approval of  that change. 

Park,	Trails,	and	Recrea9on	Master	Plan

The top priorities for the Park, Trails, and Recreation Master plan 
includes acquiring park property and building trails throughout the 
city. Since the council adopted the Park, Trails, and Recreation Master 
plan the staff  began immediately to work on the top priorities. Two 
properties have been approved by the council to purchase for park 
property. The city has also applied for $680k in grant funds to build 
bike trails connecting various parts of  the city. 

Transporta9on	Master	Plan

The top priorities for the Transportation Master Plan were updating 
the intersection at 100 North and 200 West, following repaving of  
roads in the historical downtown area of  Providence. These top 
priorities should be completed by the end of  the paving season.   

The next steps are to help move traffic to our Major Collector 
Roads. This will include some changes in traffic control signage. If  we 
can move ½ to ¾ of  our traffic to Major Collector Roads we can 
maintain those roads at a higher level (including additional asphalt 
thickness), while saving costs by not having to maintain all roads at the 
same level. This will help the city to elevate the quality of  our roads 
while decreasing costs. This is a benefit of  long term planning, but 
does require patience and understanding in the short term. 

Sewer	Master	Plan	

One of  the highest priorities identified in the Sewer Master Plan, was 
to expand the sewer line west of  Hwy 165. This is being worked on.  
Another priority was to identify ways to reduce infiltration from 
secondary, storm, and ground water into the sewer system. We have 
been working with Blacksmith Fork irrigation company and others to 
find and work on possible infiltration. We hope to find areas of  

infiltration so that we can reduce treatment costs being paid to Logan 
City.  

Water	Master	Plan

While we have much information on our water system, we don’t have 
a detail Water Master Plan. The council, with its annual goal setting 
and adopted budget has prioritized putting in place a comprehensive 
water master plan. We have received a $45k grant from the Permanent 
Community Impact Board (CIB) to help fund the plan. The council 
has contracted with Sunrise Engineering to help build the Water 
Master Plan.  

Upcoming	Master	Plan	Projects	

We will be updating our Stormwater Master Plan some time next year, 
followed by initiating a Cemetery Master Plan project. 

With our master plans in place, the city should be able to be more 
proactive, reduce costs and taxes, and hopefully have the city you 
want.  

—	Ryan	Snow,	City	Manager	

New	Culinary	Water	Line	Construc9on	

You may have noticed construction on 200 South in the downtown 
area has remained incomplete for an extended time. This part of  our 
2021 paving project on 200 South from 100 East to 200 West has 
included replacing the old concrete water lines with new 8-inch PVC 
pipe. Some residents may have wondered why it seemed like the 
construction crew disappeared with the street unfinished.  

The answer is water quality 

Once the new water main is installed, a high dose of  chlorine 
disinfectant is activated within the pipe. The chlorine must sit for a 
minimum of  24 hours before it is flushed out of  the line, at which time 
multiple water samples are taken and delivered to the health 
department for evaluation. Sometimes it takes a lot of  chlorine dosing 
and flushing, and additional sampling to pass on a new water main at 
each location. Each sample takes 24 to 30 hours to receive the results.  

Pipe construction integrity 

A pressure test is also done to ensure there are no leaks, but only after 
the line has passed all sampling stages. This testing process can take a 
long time in some cases, but it ensures safe culinary water delivery 
before final intersection and residential service connections can be tied 
over to the new line. 

Ongoing construction 

Road construction on 100 West for 6 blocks, 100 South and 300 South 
will also include replacing residential service connections and includes 
installing new meters. You should know there has been a delay in 
getting replacement water meters from the supplier, so more delays are 
expected. We are working with the contractor to expedite the 
installation. 

—	Rob	Stapley,	Public	Works	Director	
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  Planning Commission 

Providence City & Public Works Acronyms  

NOI - stands for Notice of  Intent. A Notice Of  Intent is a state permit 

document that is required before an action is undertaken.   

MS4 - is short for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System. MS4 refers to 

a city or town that has a separate pipe or drainage system to convey 
storm water through developed areas, which have discharges into 
other water bodies of  the state. It also refers to the responsibilities of  
the city or town for the administration of  a developed area.  

SWMP - stands for Storm Water Management Plan. This plan refers to 

the documents and written plans that MS4’s have to manage their 
storm water monitoring.  

NPDES - stands for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System. 

This acronym is a permit program implemented by authorized state 
governments and the Environmental Protection Agency under the 
Clean Water Act, which was created in 1972. NPDES refers to the 
actual permit that MS4’s or construction activities or industrial 
agencies must obtain in order to discharge their storm water.  

These acronyms are used in the normal course of  business in 
Providence and other communities. They are used within the daily 
business of  the Department of  Public Works when dealing with 
construction projects. Although the average citizen would not see 
these acronyms often, they are important to the health and safety of  
the public and the environment.  

—Bob	Perry,	Providence	City	Planning	Commission	

Public Works  

Origin of  the term “Potholes” 

The condition of  our streets in Providence always seem to be a hot 
topic, especially potholes.  Our streets department works hard to keep 
up on the potholes throughout the entire City.  With that in mind, 
here is a little trivia on where the term “pothole” comes from.  

Pottery makers in 15th and 16th century England would take 
advantage of  the ruts that wagon and coach wheels gouged into 
roads. Anxious for a cheap source of  raw materials for making clay 
pots, the potters would dig into the deep ruts to reach clay deposits 
underneath. Teamsters driving wagons and coaches over those roads 
knew who and what caused these holes and referred to them as 
“potholes.” - Story attributed to the late trivia expert and syndicated 
columnist L. M. Boyd – this was taken from the “Pothole Fact Sheet” 
on the APWA website. 

Thank you for your patience through the construction season so far 
this year.  We know that some of  our road projects have been an 
inconvenience but they have been necessary projects to improve our 
City.  We would like to remind you that if  you are in the area of  any 
projects, please use caution and please respect the road closed signs.  
The signs are placed to protect you as our citizens, those working in 
the area and the project.  Thank you again for your patience. 

—	Rob	Stapley,	Public	Works	Director	
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